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tﬂ. UL EEUJT;[ Member - Secretary

P.S. KRISHNAN Ngtlonal Commission for Backward Classes

g | Government of India
TEL 6183190 Trikoot - 1, Bhikaiji Cama Place. New Delhi - 110 066

NCBC Advice No. Pondicherry_59/99 i | 20.04,.1999

Dear Shri Manavalan,

I am sending herewith the Advice of the National
Commission for Backward Classes under Section 9(1) of the NCBC
ACt for the Inclusion of "Yerukuyla" by correction of spelling at
entry no.258 in the Central List of Backward Classes for

Pondicherry, duly aut henticated, for necessary action by the
Central Government under Section 9(2) of the NCBC Act.

) Fours sincerely
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6/C/ , (P.S.KRISHNAN)

Encl: As stated.

Shri D.K. Manavalan

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Shastri Bhavan

NEW DELHI




NCBC Advice No.lﬁfl’onclichcn'yf'99

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACKWARD CILASSES

Pondicherrv Bench

Case: Request for inclusion of “Yerukula” caste/community in the Central List of Backward

Classes for Pondicherry.

PER SHRI SAHU AKSHAYA BHAIL MEMBER

I.

111.

Request

This case arises from the Request received in this Commission {rom Shri Vubalanka Ramudu,
Door No.4-492, High School Road, Yanam-533 464, Pondicherry for Inclusion of “Yerukula™

caste/communty in the Central List of Backward Classes for Pondicherry.

Public Hearing

A two-Member Bench of the NCBC consisting of Hon’ble Members Shri Sahu Akshay ma

and Shri U.P. Singh held a Public Hearing in respect of this request at Pondicherry on 27* and
53 gl , August 1998. At the Public Hearing, the U.T. Government was represented by Shri Felix

Sequrm Wellare Secretary, Shei V. Swaminathan,"Research Officer. Social Welfare Deptt. And
other Officials. No member or representative of the caste;community “Yerukula™ appeared
before the Bench during the Public Hearing, inspite of the wide publicity given through media
and separate communication sent to the applicant by the office of the NCBC.

I'acts

-

The U.T. of Pondicherrv had no list of Back\\ard Classes till after the Supreme Court
Judgement in the Mandal case, delivered on 16™ November, 1992. For this reason,, the Expert
Committee on Backward Classes could not, on the basis of the principle of Lommomlm
recommend a Central List of Backward Classes for the U.T. of Pondicherry as it could do for 14
other States, which already had their respective lists of Backward Classes. and therefore, the
Central Government also could not issue a Central List of Backward Classes {or the UT. of
Pondicherry 1 1993. The Government of U.T. of Pondicherrv issued its list of Backward
Classes by 1ts Notification No. G.O. MS.No.2094-Wel(SW)-II dated 6-7-199: (pending
finalisation of the Backward Classes List). The List issued bv the Government of U.T. of
Pondicherry is a mechanical repetition in toto of the Mandal Commission’s List. All the entries

1 the MdllLLll List. except entry at SI.No. 16]. N,c.u Buddlnslq Nov Buddhists™ appears in the
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Backward Classes List of U.T. of Pondicherry. Thereafier, the Central Government vide
Ministry ol Wellare's Resolution No.120119/94-BCC dated 19-10-1994 issued a Common
(Central) List of Backward Classes for the U.T. of Pondicherry purportedly on the basis of the
principle of commonality between the Mandal List and the State List. but which in fact is seen
to be a repetition in toto of the U.T. List of Pondicherry, and thus s in effect a repetition of the
Mandal List except for New Buddhists (it should really be Neo-Buddhists or Nav-Bauddha.
who had been included in the list of SCs in the period between the Mandal Report and the

drawing up of BC Lists).

The caste/community under consideration appears in the Centtal List of Backward Classes for
Pondicherry at SI.No0.258 as *“*Yorukula”. |

“Yerukula® 1s included in the Central List of Backward Classes for Tamil Nadu at SI1.No.170.
It 1s also found in the Central List of Backward Classes iy Orissa at SI.No.175. The
community 1s also included in the list of STs for Andhra Pradesly at S1.No.33 with the correct
spelling (as “Yerukulas™) but with an inappropriate and tnnecessary addition of the English -
plural suffix “s™ as also done in the case of a number of other communities in the Lists of
Andhra Pradesh and also in some other instances. Further, this community known as Kaikadi is

included in the Central List of Backward Classes for Gujarat gt SI.LNO.29 and in the List of
Scheduled Castes for Maharashtra at S1.No.28, and with the loca] name of “Koracha” in the SC

List for Karnataka at entrv Nos.53. The fact that the names Kuracha and Yerukula are of the
same community is brought out by Thurston and Rangachar; (Castes and Tribes of Southern

[ndia, Asian Educational Services, New Delhi, 1993, first published 1909) as well as bv other
ethnographic accounts.  The identify of Kaikadi with Yerukula has also been noted in

ethnographic accounts.

The relevant entries in the State, Mandal and Central Lists of Backward Classes for the UT. of
Pondicherry are as follows:- -

-A

Statc List

- %259, Yorukula™

Mandal List

“259. Yorukula™

Central List

“258. Yorukula™

“Yorukula™ in the above entries is apparently a spelling ¢rror for “Yerukula®  No
caste/community 1s mentioned in the ethnographic accounts witl (e spelling “Yorukula™. But.

ethnographic accounts have noted this community by its correct ame as “Yerukula™ as well as
AUTHENTICATETL ‘
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by other names by which it is known in dilterent parts of South India and adjoining regions.
namely, Koracha, Kaikadi etc. This community was once classified as a criminal community
under the Criminal Tribes Act, 1924 and after the abolition of this Act is known as ex-criminal
community or Vimukta Jati.

During the Public Hearing the State Government stated that “Yerukula® caste/community is

found in the U.T. of Pondicherry and are socially backward, and there is no doubt abou
the existence of this community in the Union Territory limits since its existence has been
noted by the State level Committee for Backward Classes. The absence of the representatives
of the caste/community during the Public Hearing may be attributable to the fact that Yanam
which s part of Pondicherry Union Territory but is an enclave within the Telugu region of
Andhra Pradesh. a few hundred kilometres away from Pondicherry town, the capital of the

Union Territoryv, where the Public Hearing was held.

The State level Committee for Backward Classes (TFirst Report, dated 11"™ September 1995) has
recommended this caste/community for inclusion in the UJT.  List of Backward Classes
with the correct spelling as “Yerukula”.

People of India, Pondicherry, Vol. XXXVI General Editor K.S. Singh, Anthropological Su:veyv
of India, Affiliated East-West Press Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi. and Report of the Tamil Nadu Second
Backward Classes Commission, 1985, have attested 1o the correct spelling of this
caste/community as “Yerukula”,

Findings

From the above factual material it is the Uinding of the Bench that the caste community
“Yerukula™ already appears in the Central |ist of Backward Classes at SI.N0.258 with a -
spelling error as “Yorukula™. The spelling error had its origin in the Mandal List and the same
error has been repeated in the State List, which is a mechanical repetition of the Mandal List
and was mechanically carried over to the Central I ist also, which was prepared by inclusion of
entries “common” to both Mandal and State Ljsts, Therefore, *Ycerukula™ should be included
in the Central List of Backward Classes by correction of spelling in the Central [ist of

Backward Classes for Pondicherry at entry No., 2 58. as under:-

*258. Yerukula®
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Advice of the Commission
===l e L ommission

above Findings of (he Pondicherry
Central Government under Section
. under Section 9(2) of the Act:-

“Yerukula be included in the Central List of Backward (]

asses for Pondicherry by

of spelling at entry No.258, as follows:

correction
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