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MEMBER-SECRETARY

NATIONAL COMMISSION

FOR BACKWARD CLASSES

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
NEW DELHI - 110 066

NCBC Advice No. 19 Orissa/98 15530, 18598

Dear Shri Manavalan,

I am sending herewith the Advice of the National
Commission for Backward Classes under Section 9(1) of

the NCBC Act for the Rejection of the Request for

Inclusion of '"'Banka" caste/community in the Central
List of Backward Classes for Orissa, duly
duthenticated, for necessary action by ‘the Central

Yours sincerely

o E 0

(P.S:KRISHNAN)

/’

As stated.

Shri D.K. Manavalan

Secretdary to Govt. of India

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Shastri Bhdvan

NEW DELHI
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NCBC Advice No. |9 /Orissa/98

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACKWARD CLASSES
ORISSA BENCH

FINDINGS

Case: Request for inclusion of Banka Caste/Community in the Central List of
Backward Classes for Orissa.

Per Prof. U.P.Singh, Member

I Request

This case arises from the Request recerved in this commission from Shri
Bikram Kishori Deo, Member of Orissa Legislative Assembey, Bhubaneswar, for

inclusion of Banka caste/community in the Central List of Backward Classes for
Orissa.

11 Public Hearing

2. Member Orissa Bench of the Commission consisting of Hon'ble Members,

Shri U.P.Singh, Shri*Sahu Akshaya Bhai and Shri Navtej Puadhi held a Public
Hearing A Three in respect of this caste/community at Bhubaneswar on 15.5.98.
The State Government was represented by Shri R.B.Nayak; Director (OBC),
Department of Welfare, and Shri M.R.Mishra, Member-Secretary, represented the

State Commission for OBCs. The caste/community was represented by Shri Baidya
Nath.
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111 Facts.

3. The ‘Banka’ easte has been included in the Mandal List as below.
“15. Banka”
4 The Government of Onissa, welfare Department vide Resolution No. 26118

dated 5-11-1996 on advice of Orissa State Commission for Backward Classes

included Banka caste in the State List of Socially and Educationally Backward
Classes. The entry reads as:-

“197. Banka”

5. In the request it is stated that the Banka caste which is predominant caste in
kalahandi district is a backward caste. Previously the caste found place in the First
Published O.B.C. list in the year 1950 at serial No. 5 of the Appendix-2 of Home
Department, Govt. of Onissa, notification No. 76. A photocopy of the Appendix-2

has also been enclosed by them. Then again in the list of backward classes
prepared by the Mandal Commission the cast was included. But in the State List of

Backward Classes notified by the Orissa Government vide notification No 25455
dated 10" September, 1993, the caste did not find place.

6. T'he Banke Rajput Samaj, kalahandi has submitted, filled in questionnaie of
NCBC . The information contained in the questionnaire is as below:-

( 1) Banka is the main caste and there is no sub-caste synonym of the
caste,

(1) The population of the caste in the state 18 60,000 concentrated in four

districts  namely Kalahandi(45,000), Koraput(7,000),
Nawapara(5,000) and Bollangir(3,000).

(1) The caste/community is generally regarded as socially backward .
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Population of (he
Manuual labourers botpy In agriculture and non-agrj

(d) Other OCCupationg

District Kachcha hougeg Pucca houges
(a ) Kalahand;j 95% 5%
(b) Nawapara 98% 2%
( ¢) Koraput 99% 1%
(d ) Bolangir 99% 1%

e caste/commumty 1S as below:-
Group A/Class | : Nil (Year 1995)
Group B/Class 11 : Nil (year 1995)
Group C/Class i . 65 (Year 1995)
Group D/Class [V 35 (Year 1995)
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(x)  The main reasons on account of which the caste/community consider
itself to be backward are economic  under----development,

educationally backward and socially looked down upon by the
higher caste people.

/ ‘At the public Hearing the representative of the caste/community stated that
the traditional occupation of the caste ig agriculture. The caste is socially,

educationally and economically backward. About social status of the caste the
representative stated that the status of the caste 18 same as Chasa and Paiko caste.

9. About the Banka caste/community E.Thurston writes as. “Banka (gum) —
An exogamous sept of Motat] Kapu.” (‘Caste and Tribes of Southern India by
Edgar Thurstonh & K.Rngachari, Vo,.-I, Asian Educational services , New Delhi,

Madras Reprint 1993, first published in 1909, p.147). In Volume V about ‘Motati’
Thurston writes ‘Motati-A sub-division of kapu” (1bid p.80).

The ethnographic account of the ‘Kapu’ caste given by Thurston in
Volum III of the book is ag “The Kapus or Reddis are the largest caste in the
Madras Presidency, numbering more than two millions, and are the great caste of
cultivators, farmers, and squireens in the Telugu country. In the Gazetteer of
Anantapur they are described ag being the great land-holding body in the Telugu

, Who are held in much respect as substantial, steady-going yeomen, and
next to the Brahmans are the leaders of Hinduy Society

“The Term Kapu,” Mr H.A. stuart writes (Madras census report 1891), “means a
watchman, and Reddi means a king. The kapus or Reddis (Ratti) appear to have
been a powerful Dravidian tribe in the early centuries of the christian era, for they
have left traces of their presence at various places in almost every part of Indig------

------------ﬁ‘-------- -------
L |

“The Kapus are said to have originally dwelt in Ayodhya. During the reign

of Bharata, one Pillala Mari Reddi and his sons deceived the king by appropriating
all the grain to themselves——eeceoe o P
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Services, New Delhi 1993 vol I, p. 345) as,
kalahandi state which now forms part of
military service like the Khandaits, Paiks an
names of different castes, as Brahman Ba

Mandal Commission Report. The State Govt. accepted the recommendation of Dag

Commission and the list of 181 castes was published wide Iribal Welfare Depit.
resolution No. 25455-T.W. dt. 10-9-93 in the orissa Gazette dt. 1-10-93. Therefore
Banka caste/community did not find place in the said list of OBCs. The
not including the Banka caste in the list of OBC 181

Commission of Enquiry regarding Mandal Commission Report by Justice N.K.Das,
P. 39 Para 24.4) wag given as

“There is no information regarding their ethnic status
and their places of habitation. Alter due research by (he Harijan & Tribal Iraining

cum Research Institute could not find their ethnic origin. This commission also on
enquiry could not find out thejr ethnic origin.”

Findings

From the above facts and evidence it is the finding of the
‘Banka’ is an ¢xogamous sept of Telugu

belong to kapu, which does not find place in
Classess for Andhra Pradesh.
caste/community in the Central I jst 0
it is not socially backward.

The Request for inclusion of ‘Banka’
I Backward Classes for Orissa be rejected as
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'As one of the member of the Bench,

passed away on 16.08.1998,
signed only by two Member

arrived at by all three Members.
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(U.P.Singh)

0

8, but the findings represent

Shri Navtej -
subsequent to the public hear:r
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above Findingg of
the foﬂowing Advice to the
'ms of Section (1) of the

NCBC Act, 1993 for actiop
I Section 9(2) of the Act:-

of the Co 18810n doeg not bear the
' . The validity of tle Advice, notwnﬂlstanding the Vacancy
Caused by the demise of the aforegaj Member., ;
NCB(C Act, 1993
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