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- I am sandingmharBW1th tha unanlmous advice of the
ional Commisaion for Backward Classes under Section
9(1) of the NCBC 'Act 71993 in ‘respect .of "Kumbaran"
. «community to. ’bei é"includad in the Central List of
i ‘Backward Clas’s asrlfor Karala, for necessary action

under - Section “8(2):-0f the Act b
_Govarnmant. ;3‘ 'y ik vy IV ‘tha Central

le

-Yours sincerely

'Cij;-f :aDu,a-hv

?r:'WngﬁfiféT J1 - ( P.S. KRISHNAN )

Shri Mata Prasadn

Sacratary "?’ fﬁ{&'f e Jis .
‘Minjstry of Walfara-uh T At ~
Shaltri Bhavan gh’g;t
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The following_ Organisations répresenting the above
Community have also made similar requests to the
Commission.

1. Bharatheeya Kuiala Federation,
Cherur, Thrissur, Kerala.

2. Kerala Kumbaran Society,
Kunnenkadu Kalam,
Vadakkencherry PO
Palakkad Dt.

Kerala.

.-f""(’)l-l(!.i‘ TICATED - humbering about ' 10,000, who are found mainly in the
._-q;%{:;gﬂﬂﬂ__diStficts of -Thrissur, Palakkad, Malappuram, Kozhikode
L/ | | *

™M and Kannur. They produce wheel-made Pottery. While the
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male members do all the hard labour including bringing of
clay and other materials for baking them, the women folk,

besides rendering necessary assistance at the different
stages of pot-making, take care of the marketing side by
door-to-door selling of the product. | However, after the
advent of steel, aluminium and plastic vessels, the
traditional pottery-making faces a crisis of survival.
Being landless and devoid of any other skill, they are
finding it difficult to earn a livelihood.

4, Further, it is specifically pointed out that,
while all other pottery making castes in Kerala viz.,
Kusavan, Kulalan, Velaan, Odan, Andhra Nair and Anthur

Nair are included in the Central List, 'Kumbararn'

community, which is undoubtedly most backward, alone has

been omitted.

- . The +'representatives of organisations above
mentioned, brought té the attention of the Bench that
- Kumbaran community was treated as 'Most Backward' in +he
erstwhile Malabar District (the present districts of
Palakkad, Malappuram, Koz'hikode and Kannoor, where there
is a concentration of Kumbarané,were parts of the Malabar
district) of the composite Madras State before the
Reorganisation of States in 1956. In fact, Kumbaran

communlty continues to be in the Most Backward Class list
~of Tamil Nadu.

FINDING OF THE BENCH

6. -The Bench found that the particulars given by
the Government and organisations were corroborated by the
observations and findings contained in the Report (in
Malayalam "SAMUDAYA NIRNAYA PATANANGAL") of a recent
study conducted by The Kerala Institute for Research
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/ + Telugu speaklng com}r&unlty and gthe c1rcumstances under
a | _ } _ Wthh they were compelled to mlgrate to the South. In the

Madrasf‘f:Census Report of 1891 Mr. H.A. Stuart has

mer&&loned (c:Lted 1I'.l 'CASTES AND TRIBES OF SOUTHERN INDIA',
,‘jThurston.and K. Rangachar1 vol.1IV p.112) that
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"the p," 'rsiof thﬂe Madras Pre51dency outs1de the Tamil
’ . Countrp !and M?ilabarare called KUMMARA in Telugu KUMBARO

in Uriya'and KUMBAR%}énfCanarese,'all-these'names being

morrup’ted forms of the Sanskrlt wogrd - KUMBHARAKA, pot

‘maker . ’“ ;' ¥ ! s* ;_‘.ji;{;.‘.'::_.'.‘. ety
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e KIRTADS is however of the view that some pot-
makers from Telugu speaklng areas, mlght have gone to.
Madura:l. in Tamil Nadu 1n thelr long and arduous quest for
better lJ.v:Lng condltlons and therefrom to 5he“ northern

parts of Kerala where presumably good quallty clay was
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R R ot 17 materlals,‘.fdrrtf}otte,r "mak:l.ng viz ‘f’cl}a“f:fsand' flrewood

and watEr At that tlme, thex‘ w‘ere (totally ,at the merfy of
the land lords who for.c;ed them t0fpmove from one place to

another accordlng to their whrms., They lived in small
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| "4 ' thatched huts w::.th "walls made. of unbaked bricks.
10. 'If--.rf;"? In the traditlonal caste hlerarchy, Kumbarans

had a- low statush;perhaps eugal to'that of Thiyyas ‘and

] Ezhavas 1n Mala ar. area. . ‘I'he upper caste- Nambudlrls and
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Nalrs had observed a certal degree of untouqhablllty with
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regard to them. However, tout of nece551ty, they were
allowed to enter the courtyards 0f Nambudiris and Nairs

biy

lla for buy g their products, .,WhICh were used only alter
: properi_._jnrlflcatlon rltes.

9 G 7S +  Even after the passage of time, there is no
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benefitted them to any appreciable extent . I'hey continue
to live in aggregate colonies called "KUMBARATHARA" o:
"SANKETHAM". When compared to other comrhunities, these
Kumbaran colonies are strikingly lacking in basic

amenities.

12. According to the 'Guidelines for Considera'tion
of Requests for Inclusion and Complaints of Under-
Inclusion in the Central List of Other Backward Classes'
laid down by the Commission, wherever a caste or corruﬁunity
fulfills the criterion 2(e) or (f) or (g) or:(h), the
Bench/Commission may take it as adequate evidence of
backwardness, unless there are sufficient grounds to take
a contrary view regarding the backwardness of the cast-e or
community making the request. (Procedural Clarification
on Guidelines No.l) 2(e) of the Guidelines states that

"Castes and communities, which in terms of the caste

system, are identified with traditional crafts or
traditional or hereditary occupations considered to ho

lowly or undignified."

) UndOubtedly, pot making 1is one of the
traditional occupations coming under the above category.
Kumbaran community, in terms of the c',:aste system, is
identified with the occupation of pot-making. There is
also no ground to take a contrary view regarding the
backwardness of this caste. It is also ironical that,
while all other communities whose traditional occupation
i1s pot-making have been included in the Central list of
Other Backward Classes, Kumbarans, whé were once
considered to be socially inferior to them, have not yet
succeeded in finding a place in the liét. Obviously, this

1s an omission in the Mandal List and consequently in the

Central List of OBCs.

14. It 1s the finding of the Bench that KUMBAR:)
community should be included in the Central list o1

Backward Classes as Item No.36 A after the existing entr
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per Section 9(i) of the National Commiésion for Backward
Classes Act, 1993.

Central List of Backward Classes as item

No.36A after the exlstlng entry 3b.,
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