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NCBC  Advice No. Tripura 19/99 30.07.99

Dear Smt. Das,

I am sending herewith the Advice of t he
Nat ional Commiss ion for Backward Classes under
Sect ion 9(1) of the NCBC Act for the Inclusion of
"Rajbhar" ag a Synonym of "Bhar" cast e/community in
the Central . List of Backward Classes for Tripura,

duly authent lcat ed, for necessary act ion by the
Cent ral Go vernment under Sect ion 9(2) of the Act..

)

/6) Ypurs Sincerely

( + S+ KRISHNAN)
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NO member or
representat ive of the Rajbhar community under considerat ion

appeared before the Bench.

1 3 Al Y Fact s

3 e "Bhar, Rajbhar" is included in ¢t he List of Backward

Oof Tripura vide Not ificat ion No.
F. 6-74/SCW/STAT/94/4859-501 dated 8.3.1995, as follows:-

0 Bhar, Rajbhar"

“16. Bhar". "Rajbhar" is not included in the Mandal

Commission's List. The Central List of Backward Classes for

Tripura notified by the Government of India in 1994 contains
the entry "5. Bhar", and not "Rajbhar".

4. The State Government in its letter of Request has stated

that the State List issued was prepared on the basis of the

Advice of the State Backward Classes Commission. The St ate

Government has also furnished a copy of the Minutes of the

20th Meeting of the State Commission held on 9-11-94 wherein
it is recorded regarding "Rajbhar" as follows:-

. Rajbhar, may, therefore, be included along
with Bhar at S1.No. 5 of the Cenral Lisgk ",

S s The State Government has also forwarded ¢t he NCBC's

Quest ionnaire filled up by Shri Mahadev Bhar,
Colony, Narsinghar, P.O.
Tripura. It 1s stated

also known as "Rajbhar"

Village Seventy
Airport, Block Moharpur, We st

in the Questionnaire - that " Bhar"
in Tripura.

is
The main occupat ion of
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the community is given in ¢t he Quest lonnaire as "tea garden
labourers". It 1s also ment ioned that some members of the
community also earn their livelihood by agriculture. The

caste/community, in terms of the caste system, is stated to be
associated with "tea garden work".

6. According to Risley ('The Tribes and Castes of
Bengal', Firma Mukhopadhyaya, Calcutta, 1981, first edit ion

1891) "Rajbhar" is "an up-country daste engaged in Bengal as
gardeners and cowherds. Théy claim to be a dist inct cast e
from the Bhars, with whom t hey do not eat or intermarry. In
the North-Western Provinces . they are engaged purely in
agricultural pursuits, and rank socially with the Kurmis and
Koiris." Regarding "Bhar", Risley writes as follows:-

"Bhar, a small Dravidian caste of Western Bengal and
Chota Nagpur, most of whom are cult ivators, while a few occupy
the position of hereditary personal servants to the Rsxs? h ]
Pachete, The Bhars are divided into two sub-castes, Maghaya
and Bengali, the members of which do not intermarry. Their
sect ilons show a curious mixture of the totemistic and
eponymous types, which may perhaps indicate that t he caste is
undergoing the process of gradual conversion to Hinduism and
incorporat ion into t he regular caste system.......

-«+s.the Bhars of Behar, a Hinduised branch of the

original stock, ... disown all connect ion with the Bhars of

Western Bengal, and claim affinity with the Bhars of the

Nort h-Western Provinces....."

y " W. Crooke ('The Tribes and Castes of North West ern
India', Vol. II, Cosmo Publicat ions, Delhi, l§74, Originally
published under the title 'The Tribes and Castes of the North-
Western Province & Oudh, Calcutta, 1896), describes "Bhar" as

a "caste of apparently Dravidian origin found in the eastern

parts of the United Provinces". He further writes as
follows:-

also known as Ra‘jbhar, Bharat, and
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synonym of "Bhar" in the Central List of BCs for Trapura, ik
1s therefore the Finding of the Bench that “Ra’jbhar® 18  ‘a

synonym of "Bhar" caste/community which is already included in
the Central List of BCs for Tripura at entry no. 5.

Guidelines for Considerat ion of Requests for 1Inclusion and
Complaints of under-Inclusion in the Central List of Backward
Classes. The inclusion of "Rajbhar" in the Mandal, State and

Central List of Bihar also support the claim for inclusion of

"Rajbhar" in the Central List of B8 for Tripura. Having

regard to the foregoing, it is appropriarte that "Rajbhar" be
included in the Central List of Backward Classes for Tripura

as a synonym of "Bhar" at entry no. 5, and the amended entry
no. 5 be read as follows:-

"S5S. Bhar, Rajbhar"

Y. Advice of the Commission
——————e e = O NI LE 5 10N
1 S B Tne Commission considered and agreed in full with

the above Findings of the Tripura Bench and decided to tender
the following Advice to the Central Government under Sect ion

9(1) of the NCBC Act, for necessary act ion 'by the Central
Go vernment under Section 9(2) of the Act :-

"Rajbhar" be included as a synonym of "Bhar" at entry

[ Q@
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no. 5 in the Central List of Backward Classes for Tripura,

the amended entry no.

be read as follows:-

and
5 in the Central List of BCs for Tripura

"5. Bhar, Rajbhar"
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