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NCDBC Advice No. Gujarat 22798

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACIKOWARD CLASSES
GUJARAT BENCII
IFINDINGS
Case : Requests for inclusion of “Rajput” community in the Central List of
Backward Classes for Gujarat.

Per Shri ULP. Singh, Member

I. Request

This case arises out of the Request received in this Commission {rom Shii

P.M. Chauhan and others of Shri Rajput Vidhyasabha. Ahmedabad for inclusion of

“Rajput”™ community in the Central List of Backward Classes {or Gujaral.

4 8 Public [1caring

2. The two-Member Bench of the Commission consisting of [lon'ble

Members, S/shri ULP. Singh and Sahu Akashaya Bhai, held a Public Tearing al
Ahmedabad on 6.11.1998 in respect of this Request. Al the Public Fearing the State
Govl. was represented by Shii JNL Luni, Dircclor, Develping Castes Wellare, Shri
N.L. Bhat, Deputy  Seeretary and Shii ANL Bhatt from Social  Wellare
Department. Govl. of Gujarat, Gandhinagar. The castercommunity was represented

by S/Shri Rokeshsingh Narendrasingh and Rajeshsingh N. Rajput.

3.

I_1st.

- _'._
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4, The representationist stated in his Request that Rajputs of Gujar
all those Kshatriyas who are nof included in the list of Backward ]
State Government and (he Central Government. e [urther stated that cducation:

ardness of Rajputs and KNshatriyas Iy
in the rght perspective. While pulling

social and cconomical backw

across that {
cconomic and social b

and lowering of (heir status from agriculturists to landless |

that Rajput communi y of Gujarat including Kshatriyas are educ

and more than 809% Rajput youths are drop out at the 10™ standard

[igher secondary level, Nost of Rajputs are settled in villages where no highe
educational facilities are available and therefore they rem

[urther mentions that (e Rajput community is placed

at the lowest rung ol socia
development because of the v

arious social vices and customs. The

Rajputs in the State Govt and Central Govt. services i hardly 0,509,

“ | The Request-maker did not appear before the Benehy, However, (wo students
[rom city Commerce College., Alunedabad representing the caste appeared in
tesponse to the publicity in (he HEWspapers with regard to Public [Iearing [or
consideration of Request for inclusion of “Rajput” community in the Central List of

Backward Classes {or Gujarat. They stated that Rajputs

arc Kshatrivas and belong
L0 upper casie.

0. R.E. Enthoven describes Rajputs in his book “Ihe Iribes And Castes of

ational Services, Neyw Delhi, 1990, Vol. I, PP,
s that Rajputs are found all over Gujar

Bombay” (Published by Asian Educ
269-297). He wrile

at and in the Presidency
generally,

but mostly in Kathiawar and in the North of (e province, where
imitation of Rajput customs and a claim lo Rajput descent are recognised alternative
roads to social advancement [or

castes which in other arcas would probably:
cndeavour (0 establisly their position by a c¢lose adherence 10 Brahmanical
ceremonial. ‘They claim (o be modern representatives of (he Kshatriyva race. (Ibid. P.
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as not been taken
acts regarding educational,
ackwardness, madequate representation i the Govt. services
abourers, he mentions
ationally backward

and remaining at
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The chicl social peculiarity of the Rajput race is its division into clans. All

clans cal together and intermarry, but the clan as sucly is exogamous. (Ibid, p. 270-

Rajputs claims the right to wear the sacred thread with the same [ormalities
as Brahmans, but only a few are careful to invest their boys at the usual Bralunan
age. I a Rajput boy is separately invested with the sacred (hread the ceremony
takes place when he is between ten and twelve. But in most cascs the mvesliture is
made one of the marriage ceremonties.(Ibid, p. 275).

Rajputs are hereditary soldiers and landlords, but the demand for soldiers is
limited and a few Rajputs have any occupation except as land-holders. Fxclusive of
the Targe classes of Garasias and Talukdars who mercly holds cstates of vm'_\'ing
sizes on favourable terms. lhc'Rajpuls of Gujarat arc still a dominant race, holding
sway over nearly hall of the arca of Gujarat and over nearly one-third of its people.

(Ibid, p. 270)

A Rajput of good familv, if reduced to be a cultivator, would rather himselfl
feteh water in the dark than allow his wife to bring it. Their sensitiveness to female

honour is so keen that a man, however distantly related (0 a woman who has
dishonoured herself, considers it his duty to destroy her and her seducer, (Ibid, p.

As the (ribe is sprung {from one ancestor, any martage in the tribe is
mncestuous and forbidden. Poverty does not lower a Rajpul’s social posilion. Bul

their position is injured if he marries a 'oman who Is not a Rajput. He also lowers

himself if he marries his dauehter to some one who is socially his own inferior.
£1001 P B L SRR

8. Lthnographic literature available on the caste does not support the statement

ol Shri P.M. Chauhan who made the Request for inclusion of “Rajput” community
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in the Central List of Backward Classes for Gujarat. The facts submitted are

contrary to the cthnographic evidence and the community is not socially backward.

1V Findines

M

9. I'rom the above cvidence, the Bench finds that the “Rajput” belongs to
upper strata of caste hierarchy of Hindu society and are recognised alternative roads
to social advancement for castes which would probably endeavour to establish their
position by a close adherence to Bralunanical ceremonial. Poverty does not lower a
Rajput’s social position. But their position is injured if he marries a woman who is
not a Rajput. He also lowers himself if he marries his daughter to some one who is
socially his own inferior. The Rajputs of Gujarat are still a dominant race, holding
sway over nearly hall of the area of Gujaral and over nearly one-third of its people.
The contention of the representationist was to project (he caste socially backward
on the grounds of their being economical backward. However, the two college
boys who appeared at the Public Hearing submitted that Rajpuls are Kshalriyas and
belong to upper strata of Hindu caste hierarchy. In the representalion conlusion is
created by clubbing Rajputs with Kshatrivas. While in the Varna theory ICshatriya
stands for the sccond grade in the traditional hicrarchy in Gujarat the term
Rshatriya has been adopted collectively by a large number of backward classes and
in the specialised and modified sense prevalent in Gujarat it does not include the
Rajputs. The present case concerns only the Rajputs and not the backward class
KNshatriyas of Gujarat, The Bench thus f{inds that the comumunity 1s not socially
backward and if such a community is included in the list of backward classes (here
will be no community which can be left out of backward classes. The inclusion of
this advance community confers not only an unconscionable benefils vis-a-vis
other advance caste but also inflicts damage to the genuine backward classes and
deleats the purpose of national and constitutional policy regarding  backward

classes. The NCBC does not and cannot cnecourage  (the mclusion ol such
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caste/comuunity. ‘The Bench thus concludes that the Request for inclusion of

“Rajput” community in the Central List of Batkward Classes for Gujarat

should be rejected.

) . A ' e
&/}4 N : \ : | _ ~. OJ"h 4 ,.----"f#:""\ \9
AN e bl o
(¥ % , \
(Sahu Akshava Bhai) / (U.P.Singh)
Y. Advice of the commission
10, The commission considered and agreed in Lull with the above Findings of

the Gujarat Bench and decided to tender (he [ollowing Advice to the Central
Government under scction 9(1) of the NCBC Act, 1993, for action under scction

9(2) of the Acl:-

: T'he Request for inclusion ol “Rajput” community in the Central List of

Backward Classes for Gujarat . be rejected as it is an advanced and dominant

caste and is not a Socially Backward Class.

On account of the unfortunate demise of one of the Nembers, Shri Navigj

Puadhi on 16.8.1998, this unanimous Advice of the Commission doces not bear the.

signature of that Member. The validity of the Advice, not withstanding the \m,ano{

caused by the demise of the aforesaid Member, is protected by Section 7 of the
NCBC Act, 1993.
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NCBC Advice No. Gujarat 43 98

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACIKWARD CLASSIEES

GUJARAT BENCII
FINDINGS

Case : Requests for inclusion of “Purabia Kshatriva Rajput” community in
the Central List of Backward Classes for Gujarat.

Per Shri UL, Sin Nember

b Request

This case arises out of the Request received in this Commission {rom Shtt
RT Thakore. The Purabia Kshatriva Rajput Gnati, Junagadh, Gujarat for inclusion
of “Purabia Kshatriva Rajput™ community in the Central List of Backward Classes

for Gujarat.

L1, PPublic Hearing
2. The two-Nember Bench of the Commission  consisting  of [Ton bl

\embers. S/shri U.P. Singh and Sahu Akashaya Bhai, held a Public [Icaring al
Ahmedabad on 6.11.1998 in respect of this Request. At the Public Hearing the State
Govt. was represented by Shri LN Jouni, Direclor, Develping Castes Welfare, Shr
NLL. Bhatt. Deputy Secretary and  Shir - ANL Bhatt from Social Wellare

Department. Govt, of Gujarat. Gandhinagar, Nobody appeared before the Bench on

behalf of the caste’community., W A
. i.({ - \ l
ff{-{h" % é \ /
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. § The caste/community is not included in both the Mandal List and the Slate
List.

4., Shyi R.T. Thakore from The Purabia Kshatriya Rajput Gnati, Junagadh,

Gujarat stated in his representation that they were recognised as “Purabia I\slmslmx
Rajput” as they came {rom the Eastern part of India and at present Lonwnlmlmd 11
different parts of Gujaral 1.e. Amreli and Dhari of Amreli District, Jmmgadh,
Kutivana and Bantva of Junagadh District and Mangrol, Kanalus, Navi Pipar and
Fanadadva and Jamnagar of Jamnagar District, Rajkot, Morbi and Wankancr ol
Rajkot district. There may be other places where certain familics of the caste exisl.
They have forgotien their roots and the origin and have no connections whatsocewver
with the eastern part of origin. The community came (o Gujarat with {ighting forces
of the different regimes of Rajputs, Moghals and erstwhile British period and could
not return to the roots of origin due to economic and other reasons and thoughl 1
proper to settle in dilferent parts of Gujarat and Saurashtra. They were employed to
protect in dulerent capacitics of the ruling administration, continued  such
profession and were termed as Parihar’ — ie. Guard (Chowkidar) and then some of
the people adopted ‘Parthar’ as a  surnamc. Ile further stated that alter
independence llmu patronage from such Slates and Jagirs has been exlinguished
and job oppmlumlles lost which caused a big gap in the econonic conditions and
living circumstances of the whole community. The social condition of the
community has also suffered as they could not get the required education due 10
poor economic condition and were not socially high to pusli up for thewr own
emancipation. As the main dependence of the conununity was only the services (0

the ruling State lllw had neither land to sustain nor such other trade or industry on

which the I;umhcs could live. Thev had no other (raditional art or busimness

knowledge which could provide them the living.
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. ) IVE. Enthoven describes Rajputs in his book “The Tribes And C

astes of
Bombay” (Published by Asian Lducational Services, New Delhi, 1990, Vol. 111, PP,

2069-297). e writes that Rajputs are found all over Gujarat and in the Presidency

generally, but mostly in Kathiawar and in the North of the province, where

imitation of Rajput customs and a clatm to Rajput descent are recognised allernative

roads to social advancement [or castes which in other arcas would probably

cndeavour 1o establish  (heir position by a close adherence (o Brahmanical

ceremonial. They claim to be modern representatives of the Kshatriva race. (Ibid, p.

lllllllllllllll

The chief social peculiarity of the Rajput race is ils division into clang. All

clans cat together and intermarry, but the clan as such js exogamous. (Ibid, p. 270-

Rajputs claims the right to wear he sacred thread with the same formalitics

as Bralumans, but only a few are careful lo mvest their boys at the usual Bralunan

age. II' a Rajput boy is separately invested with the sacred thread (he ceremony

lakes place when he is between ten and twelve, But in most cases (he mveslilure is

made one of the marriage ceremonies.(Ibid, p. 275).

Rajputs are hereditary soldiers and landlords, but the demand for soldiers is

limited and a few Rajputs have any occupation excepl as land-holders. Lxclusive of

the large classes of Garasias and Lalukdars who merely holds estates of varying

s1zes on lavourable lerims, the Rajputs of Gujarat are still a dominant race, holding

sway over nearly half of the area of Gujarat and ov

cr nearly one-third of its people.
(Ibid, p. 270)

llllllllllllllllll

A Ragput of good family, if reduced (o be a cultivator, would rather himself

feteh water in the dark than allow his wile (o bring it. Their sensitivencess (0 female

honour is so keen that a man, however distantly related to a woman who hag

148




dishonourcd herself, considers it his duty to destroy her and her scducer. (1bid, p.

As the tribe is sprung from one anccslor, any mariage in the tribe 1s
incestuous and forbidden. Poverty does not lower a Rajpul’s social position. But
their position is injured if he marries a woman who is not a Rajput. IHe also lowers
himsell il he marries ‘his daughter to some one who is sociallv his own inferior.

(Ibid, p. 275).0ueunennn...

0. Ethnographic literaturce available on the caste docs not support the stalement
of Shri R.'T. Thakore who made the Request for inclusion of “Purabia Kshalriya
Rajput” community in the Central List of Backward Classes [or Gujarat. The facls
submitted are contrarv  to the ethnographic evidence and the community 1s nol

socially backward.

1V IFindings
7 4 From the above evidence, the Bench finds that the “Purabia Kshatriya

Rajpul” are Rajputs and belongs to upper strata of caste hicrarchy of IHindu socicty:.
Theyv are recognised alternative roads to social advancement for castes which wmlll'd
probably endeavour to establish their position by a close adherence to Brahmanical
ceremonial. Poverty docs not lower a Rajpul’s social position. But their position 1s
injured i he marries a woman who is not a Rajpul. He also lowers himsell il he
marrics his daughter to some one who is socially his own infcrior. 'The Rajputs of
Gujarat arc still a dominant race, holding sway over nearly hall ol the arca of
Gujarat and over nearly one-third of its people. The contention of (he
representationist was to project the caste socially backward on the grounds of  their
being cconomically backward. The Bench thus [inds that the communily 18 nol

socially backward and if such a community is included in the list ol backward
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classes there will be no community which can be left out of backward classes. The
inclusion of this advance community confers not only an unconscionable benefits
vis-a-vis other advance caste but also inflicts damage to the genuine backward
classes and defeats (he purpose of national and constitutional policy regarding
backward classes. The NCBC does not and cannot encourage the inclusion of such
caste/community I'he Bench thus concludes that the Request for inclusion of
“Purabia Wshatriva Rajput” 'communit_v in the Central List of Baclovard

Classes for Gujarat should be rejected.

‘ &4 gﬂ) / /‘ | W}’) 'Jc., Iy
dﬁﬂ/ﬁ?ﬁ (/WW/ A 1
. / :

(Sahu Akshava IBhai) U.P.Singh)
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¥ Adylce of the commission
L2280 0 e commission
0. The commission considered and agreed in Lull with the above I'mndings of

the Gujarat Bench and decided 0 tender the following Advice 1o the Cenlral

Government under seclion 9(1) of the NCBC Act,

1993, for action under scction
9(2) of the Act:-

The Request for inclusion ol “Purabia Isshatriya Rajput” community in

the Central List of Backward Classes for Gujarat " be rejected, as it is a

‘

Socially Advanced caste and not a Socially Backward Class.

On account of the unfortunate demise of onc of the Members, Shri Navicj

Puadhi on 16.8.1998, this unanimous Advice of the Commission does nol bear the

signature of that Member. dhe validity of (he Advice, not withstanding (he vacancy

causced by the demise of the aforesaid Member
NCBC Act, 1993.

. 18 prolecled by Section 7 of (he
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NCI3C Advice No. Gujarat 24 /98

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACIKOWARD CLASSES

GUJARAT BENCII
IFINDINGS

Case : Requests for inclusion of “Brahmin® community in the Central List
of Backward Classcs for Gujarat.

Per Shri U1 Singh, Nember

I Request

[lus casc arises oul of the Request received in this Commission from Shei
Himatlal Jayashankar Raval, Alunedabad for inclusion of “Brahmin™ communily in

the Central List of Backward Classes [or Gujaralt.
11. Public Hearing

2. The two-Member Bench of the Commission consisting of Hon'ble
Members, S/shri U.P. Singh and Sahu AKashaya Bhai, held a Public Ilearing at
Ahmedabad on 6.11.1998 in respect of this Request. At the Public Hearing the State
Govt. was represented by Shri J.M. Luni, Director, Develping Castes Wellare, Shri
N.L. Bhatt, Deputy Secretarv and Shii AN Bhatt from  Social Welfare
Department, Govt. ol Gujarat, Gandhinagar, The caste community was represented

by Shri Iimatlal Jayvashankar I\tlml and Shri S.IN. Bhatt.
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) The caste/community is not included cither in the Mand
List,
3 Shut imatlal Jayashankar Raval who

classes. According (0 his submissions Braliming

literacy rate is low.

4. R.IE. Enthoven writes about the Brahman in hlS

Castes of Bombay” (l’llbllshul by Asian Lducational Ser

Yol. D).

Being, and in its earliest sense denoted one who attained to IHim. During the Vedic

period it came (o denole one who KNows

man who altained to a certain social and moral status

shown in his

wdependent Hindu rule Indian society consisted of
01 which stood the Brahmans and (he Kind, that the

called in to keep each caste to its proper functions

books technically call varnasankara  or
7.4 1y RO Vo wvis o9

A Brahman is a Bralhman cverywhere

language. (Ibid, p. 214)

confusion

colour,

g

‘Nole on the History of Caste System’ (hat during the d

of castes.(Ibid,

Secl,

al List or the State

appeared before the Bench stated that

the Brahmins are poor and therefore they should be included in the list of backward

dare not respected at all and their

book “The ‘I'ribes And

vices, New Delhi.
e wriles llmt the term Brahman is derived {rom br

1990,

ahman, the Supreme

5 or repeats the Veda; and later on as (he!

rituals became more complicated, a ‘priest’. (Ibid, Pl b ¥, soit v s 3 Originally a

was designated a Brahman,
..... oeevenn He quoted M, AL Jackson as saving that the Br

alimans
have their origin in the political jurisdiction of ancient ITindu King

ITe has clearly

customs

ays of
a hicrarchy of castes, al th, head

royal authority was constantly

S, and to prevent what the law

.

, and would support his castelellows in
any social matter though separated [rom them by

and
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s Ethnographic literature available on the ¢

of Shri Ilimatlal Jayashankar Raval who made

“Brahmin®” community in the Central List of Backward CJ

facts submilted are contradictory and the conununily is not socially backward,

[V Findinggs

5. It 15 well know that in terms of soci

al status generally Brahmans occupy (he

highest position and constitute an importan pomt ol relerence in

analysis ol sociely
and related SOCI0-economic malter

s. It 1s seen from the alorementioned material that

the Brahman stood at the head of the Hindu caste hier

archy. “The Beneh f(inds (hal
the community s cerlainly not

socially backward

and i such g community is
mceluded in the list of backward cl

asses there will be no community

The inclusion of this
only an unconscionable benefits vis-

which can be
left out of backward classes. advance community conlers not
a-vis other advance caste but

also inflicts
damage (0 (e genuine backward classes

and delcats the purpose of n

ational and
constitutional policy regarding backward c]

asses. The NCBC does not and c¢

(c/community. The e
the Request for Inclusion of “pBy

annot
ehicourage the inclusion of such ca

nch thus concludes Lthat

community in the Central List of
at should be rejected.

ahmin”
Backward Classes for Gujar

104

L B

aste does not support the statement
the Request for inclusion of

asses lor Gujarat, The

A‘(/ (e (”"W N\ Q”Y U\/')’? ; #__,_.‘;-"'m
N 4 | =
L/ 1] W/C)K (;\,U(}V\"f) gl T
wahu Akshaya Bhai) Y (U.P.Singh)
Y {/\/
E\Q{ ; U
1P i
g’:" K?*-\S 1 t?‘rﬁ 40D
2]2?\;\\1?"' ':1‘: h .-‘,'1'.“:’&3.'
1+ TR
fot '

_— g r— = —

!
1'




O

0 0

I

'r'

0000V LVOUO

L) () () YOO U UOUOVUUOLVOULU.OOUYUUVUOUU

=
"

RV R

)

A
Y. Advice of the comimission
0. The commission considered and agreed in {ull with the above Findings ol

the Gujarat Bench and decided to tender the following Advice to the Central

Government under section 9(1) of the NCBC Act, 1993, for action under section

9(2) of the Act:-

The Request for inclusion of “Brahmin” community in the Central List
of Backyvard Classes for Gujarat be rejected, as it s a Socially Advanced caste

and not a Socially Backward Class.

On account of the unfortunate demise of one of the NMembers, Shri Navlej

Puadhi on 16.8.1998, this unanimous Advice of the Commission does not bear the
signature of that Member. The validity of the Advice, not withstanding the vacancy
caused by the demisc of the aforesaid Member, is protected by Section 7 ol the
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