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NCBC Advice No. West Bengal 38/98 29. 05, 1998

Dear Shri Manavalan,

I am sending herewith the Advice of the National
Commission for Backward Classes under Section 9(1) of
the NCBC Act, for inclusion of 'Thami' caste/commmnity
in the Central List of Backward Classes for West Bengal,

f-ﬂr_ necessary action by the Central Government under
Section 9(2) of the Act.

B _ With this, Advices on 247 castes/sub-

Sﬂstﬂﬂfﬂynﬂﬁyms;f etc. have been tendered to the
Gﬂ-?’EEn[IEEﬂt by the NCBC, after its reconstitution, of
which 244 are still pending with Government.

As stated.

Shri D.K. Manavalan

Secretary to Govt. of India -
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Shastri Bhavan '

NEW DELHI



”"'“_"n arheduled Castes & Tribes Welfare Deptt.,

NCBC Advice No. West Bengal 2 & /98

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACKWARD CLASSES
WEST BENGAL BENCH
FINDINGS

case: Request for inclusion of "Thami" caste/community
in the Central List of Backward Classes for West

Bengal.

Per Shri U.P.Singh, Member

1. Request

This case arises from the Request received in this
Commission from the Thami Association, Darjeeling, West
Bengal for inclusion of the "Thami" caste/community in
the Central List of West Bengal . The President, Thami
welfare Association, Darjeeling,~West Bengal sent the

filled up NCBC Questionnaire.

I1. Public Hearing

3 The Two-Member West Bengal Bench of the Commission
consisting of Hon'ble Members, Shri U.P.Singh and Shri
Sahu Akshaya Bhai held a Public Hearing at Darjeeling on
24.9,1997 in respect of this Request. Shri Basant Thami,

General Secretary and Shri P.Thami, President, Thami

Welfare Association, Darjeeling, West Bengal appeared

before the Bench to represent the caste/community . The

State Govt. was represent DY sh.M.K. Chaudhary,

'[Hh Director, Cultural Research Institute, Calcutta, S5Shri
| i

_ 5.p.Sherpa, Project Officer & District Welfare Officer,
5iliguri, West
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Bengal and other officials.

LLE . Facts

3 The Mandal List did not include the "Thami"
caste/community and the State Govt. of West Bengal had no
list of Backward Classes till after the Supreme Court
Judgement in the Mandal Case delivered on 16th November,
1992. For this reason, the Expert Committee on Backward
Classes could not, on the basis of the principle of
commonality, recommend a Central List of Backward
Classes for West Bengal as it could do for 14 other
States, which already had their respective lists of
Backward Classes, and therefore the Central Govt. also
could not issue a Central List of Backward Classes for
West Bengal in 1993. The Govt. of West Bengal issued its
first list of Backward Classes by its Notifiation No.

346-TM/EC/M-6/82(I), dated 13th July, 1994 in the
Calcutta Gazette of the same date, which included 14

entries. The Government of India, Ministry of Welfare,

by its Notification No. 163, dated 19.10.1994, published

in the Gazette of India of 20.10.1994, issued a common

list of OBCs for West Bengal, which Ea.nsi.éteﬂ 0f the same
14 caste/communities.

4.,  The Government of West Bengal issued 1ts second list
of Backward Classes consisting of 12 castes/communities
by its Notification No. 705-TW/EC/M-6/B2(1), dated 13th
December, 1994 in the Calcutta Gazette of the same date
and the third list of 3 castes/communities was issud by
its Notification No. 370-TW/EC/M-6/82(I), dated 12th
May, 1995, published in Calcutta Gazette of the same
date. The State Govt. issued its fourth 1list of 9
Backward Classes by Notification No. 1179-TW/EC/M-
6/82(I), dated 1st December, 1995, in the Calcutta
Gazette of the same date and included "Thami"

caste/community as follows:
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10 The State Govt. of West Bengal has sent a copy of
WBCC's note alongwith NCBC's filled up Questionnaire 1in

respect of the caste/community The note c?ntainﬁ the

following details :-
(i) Thamis are distributed in the districts of

Darjeeling and Jalpaigudi and mostly inhabit the remote

place bordering Tibet _
pal and :E%[:HEE]{ Tibeto Burmese dialect.

about 5000 and

district of East Ne
The population of the 'Thamis' 1s
scattered over all the sub-division of Darjeeling
district and the Dooars areds of Jalpaigudi district.
They have also settled in some of the adjoining states.
It has been stated that the Thamis might have migrated
from the Simanghat/Kumanghat areas 1n the North-Indian
frontiers of India, Tibet and Nepal . Another view 1s
that they might have entered into India via Burma. The
Historians believe that this took place 1;:=-Etwaen. the 14th
and the 15th century. Due to their simplicity and
backwardness they became the victims of tyranny of
feudalism and they had to lead a life of slaves which
forced them to move towards Darjeeling and Jalpaigudi
regions of West Bengal. Here also they suffer from the

same social stigma due to their low social position and

poor living condition.
in the hierarchial order but they are higher than the
Damai and Sarki, the anlisted Scheduled Castes of

They are considered as low caste

Many of them feel shy to disclose their clan ideni

to their backwardness 1in every sphere of 1life and

activites.
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states that the economic

11} - The note further
Majority of them eke

condition of Thamis is very poor.
out their existence as landless agricultural labourers,

tea garden labourers am:i ordinary labourers. About 100%
cservice holders are few in

them

of them work on other’ s land.
There are some ex-servicemen. Majority -of
cent percent of them live
ched sheds to

number .
exist below the poverty line.
in thatched hutments and go to the that

attend nature's call and they live on spring water.
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% i 5 It is also mentions that the average educational
standard of the 'Thamis' clan of people is very low. The
are illiterate. There are 13

majority of them
There is non in

Matriculates and B Graduates among them .

Post-Graduate level. The percentage of this class in the

independent profession like Medicine, Engineering and

Law is 'Nil'.

B The NCBC Questionnaire has been filled by the
Association and a copy of the same was obtained by WBCC

contains the following facts:-

1 Thami is the main caste mainly concentrated in

Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri districts of West Bengal.

: 2 3 8 The caste/community is generally regarded as

socially backward.

5, [ g The occupation on which members of the
mainly depend for livelihood 1s
labour

caste/community
agricultural labour which involve manual

rendered for wage and are engaged as tea garden

labour or porter in town and landless (hired)
for theilr

labourers,
Mfﬁﬂ' agricultural labourers in the villages
14"1:?:* livlihood . The manual labour 1is rendered for meagre

\%./(\-ﬁ.,f" wages in the agricultural land of the other landholders.
~— Almost cent percent members of the caste/community are
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both landless manual (both agriculturﬂl and non-
agricultural) labourers. The women as well as the
children of the caste/community, as a general practice,
are for their own or for their family's livelihood or for
supplementing their family's low 1ncome, engaged in non-
agricultural occupations such as porters 1in town,
unskilled labour, domestic servants, nmn—art15§ns etc.
They have got neither traditional nor hereditary cratft.
The occupation in which they are engaged in 18 generally
regarded as indignified and uncleaned by the so called

affluent and advanced Nepalil Caste. '
iv). 100% of their persons live in Kachha houses.

V). As regard educational level of the caste/community
data given by the representative of the Association, show
that 105 persons are only literate which forms 2% of the
literacy rate in the state which is based on Survey of
1995 . These figures included of only two districts viz;
Darjeeling & Jalpaigudi. Literacy percentage of these
districts as per Census of India 1991 has been given in
the Questionnaire 57.95% & 45.09% respectively . Data
regarding female literacy, number of matriculates were

given 23 & 13 respectively.

i Ethnographic account about the "Thamis”
caste/community is not available for West Bengal 1in
Risley's work. In the adjoining State Sikkim 'Thamis'
are also found. A good account of its description 1is
available in 'People of India' of that State.

8. People of India-Sikkim, Volume XXXIX by K.S5.Singh,

published by Anthropological Survey of India, Calcutta,

1993, p.184-188) describes 'Thami’ as numerically one of
the samllest communities of the State of Sikkim with
estimated population not more than 500 and few 1n the
neighbouring areas of Darjeeling and Nepal. In Sikkim,
there is only one conspicuous cluster of Thamis at Aritar

Sunua, Aritar (East Sikkim). They are also found in small



numbers in places like Hhuga (South gikkim), West Pancam

(above Singtam) and the development area of Gangtok.
Their natural habitat is at a high altitude and on hilly

terrain, where it is cold, with high humidity and medium

The 'Thamis' speak Nepali among themselves and
-They, however, do not fall under
The

rainfall.
with outsiderg.-==—--—-
any special category under the constitution.......

contribution of women to the family labour and in:mme is
significant . In some families, even grown up SOns do
nothing except loaf around while the daughters not only
look after the household chores, but also the livestock
and agricultural cultivation. Earning daughters
contribute even financially..... : The chief economic
resource of the Thami people is land which is controlled
by the head of the family. They are mainly landless and
cultivate land on a Kudo or sharecropping basis, which
demands that the tenant pay a stipulated amount of grain
every year to his landlord. The land being in high
altitude areas, the adhia system of tenancy in which the
tenant and the landlord divide the produce into two equal
halves, is not in evidence. While agriculture remain
their primary occupation animal husbandry is their
secondary occupation. Only a Iew of them have service as
the primary source of income . Those who do not go to
schools work as labourers, many of whmm1 are below fifteen
yvears of age, but bonded labourers are not heard of. The
payment received is usually in cash, though the
agricultural sector has the system of paying in kind even
today...-.. A few of the Thamis are known to be expert
bamboo craftsmen..... The Thami people say that whatever
they produce is not enough for consumption. Whenever they
get extra cash, as for example when they sell theilr milch
cows or ginger, they have to repay the debts taken earlier
from the rich villagers or money lenders in the town. They
are Buddhist and are worshipping at the monastery

(gumpa) .
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9. Thamis are known to have very close linkages with
the Tamangs from early times. There were not only ritual,
social and occupational 1linkges but also similar
practices and conventions. Tamang has been specified in
the Central List of BCs for Sikkim at entry no. 7.

L0 Those present during Public Hearing, who were from
different sections of society, did not object to the

- proposed inclusion of the "Thami" caste/community in the

Central List of Backward Classes for West Bengal rather
supported it.

By 55 The NCBC wvide its Advices No. Sikkim 1/98 dated
10.3.1998 has tendered Advice. in respect of the Thami
caste/community for inclusion in the Central List of

Backward Classes for Sikkim.




IV. Findings

12. From the above evidence it is the Findings of the
Bench that the "Thami" Eaﬁteff:nmmunif}? is a Socially and
Educationally Backward Class and 1t should therefore be
included in the Central List of Backward Classes Ior West

Bengal at entry No. 39 as follows:-

E SL“J“;;{T-S 9\1"'-.; WM

(Sahu Akshaya Bhai) [ (U.P.Singh)
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V. Advice of the_gummiﬁsinn

| C, 1993, for action by the
Central Government under section 9(2) of the Act:-

"Thami Ll

the Central List of Backward Classes for West Bengal at
entry no. 39 as follows:- '



