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D.0.Case No.West Bengal/1-3/95/ 5.10.95

J Dear Shri Saxena,

>

I am sending herewith the unanimous advices
of the National Commission for Backward Classes
under Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act 1993, in

respect of three communities viz:; Jolah(Ansari-
Momin), Kansari and Shankhakar to be included in
the Central List of Backward Classes Lor West

Bengal, for necessary action under Section 9(2) of
the Act by the Central Government.
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Yours s(nccrely,
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s Secretary
‘ Ministry of Welfare
Y Shastri Bhavan '

; New Delhi

(

!

.r-ll-.‘

e ¥

AR




|

W W W W W w

-
.

ey

F i

4CBC/Advice No. WB/1/795

HATCLONAL COMMISSION FOR BACKWARD CLASSES
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WEST BENGAL BENCH

fopelifesad B Uor - Inceclusiors YJOLAN (Apsapri-=-Mowmip)” o YWk
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)3 l'he Government of West Bengal, vide letter of

the Secretary, Scheduled Castes and Tribes Uleliaras

bepartment No. 344-TW/EC dated 2nd May 1995 to the
M-6/82(1)

Commission nhas, inter-alia, requested Gt

"Iol:ah(Ansari-Momin)," bo included in tho Conteral Lisl

ol Backward Classes for VWest Bengal.

2 . Subsequently, the Purulia Backward ©dMusliu
Community Federation also made a requost S -
stantively to the same effect, but with a furtaer
request that the oasté certificates should be 1in ©tne

rame of "Ansari/Momin" in the place of  "Jokah".

PUBILIC HEARING

o e— - — S — - — e — ——

5 'he Two-Member Bench for West Bengal hold &
Public Hearing at Calcutta on 29th August 1995 ¢to
nzZzamire this Request. It was during this hearing that
Lho Purulia Backward Muslim Community FFoderatior

nrasented its Request.
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At Gho Publie lNoaring, tho Stato Govornmul
cprosontod Ly tho Spocial Socrotaly, Jorul
Commianionari ol tho SCa'nnd Tribasg:, Wealliaro Dopartmoent
ated o Dipoalbor, gul turagl Rosoarch JInstituto ol Wost
Jjargsnl . 4r. Mohd. Sohail HKoomi, Socrotary, Purilin
ackward Muslim Community PFodoration roprosontod tho
vaderation’ alonug with cortain othor mambors ol  tho

lfaoadecration.

5 The Stato Goveornmont of Wost Bongal had no 1list of
Backward Classes till after tho Supromo Court Judgoment
i+ tho Mandal Casa, dolivorod onrn 16th Novaombor 1992.
“¢r this recason, tho Export Committoo on Backward

lasses could not roacommend a Caontral List of B.Cs frfor

e

tnnt Bonpal as it ecould do for 14 othor Statos, which
adrrocady had tho%r rospoctive lists of BCs, on Eho LUyl s
5  the principle of commonality ) and thoercfore the
L ral Gove. also could not i1ssuo A Contral list ol
50 for Host Bongal in 1993. Tho Govt. or West Bongal
iesuad jts first list of Backward Classos by 1Us

iovitication No.3u46=-TW/EC

M-6/82(1)
aned 13%th July 1994 i tho Calcutta Cazotto of tno
Shan | GR%9, which consistod of 14 ontrios. ho
s eamndart of- Dadia, cMivistrys ef -Wollarg, by« T8
~ocitfiocation NHo.163 dataed 19.10.1994, published in the

tazattoe of India of 20.10.1994, issucd a common list of

L, or Yoot Borgal which consistod of the samo 14
cwosbos/cominurnitlos.
K lloarly a halt-yoar lator, tho Govornmont ol

“ost Bengal issuod its saocond instalment of Backward

nlussas consisting of 12 castaos/communitics DY 1es
Jemii iealtian 10.705=-TW/EC/i1-0/782(I) dated 13th Daceumoer
i 344 in the Calcutta Gazoeotte of tho sano date znd arftor
r~y anothor necarly half-ycar, its third instaluont ol "3

Lot os/conmunitios was issued by 1ES lotificatiorn
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No . 3T0=TH/FC datod 12th May 18995
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M= 282( L)
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published in the Calcutta Gazette of the same date.
"Jolah(Ansari-Momin) " 18 ono of tho bis
caskboes/communitios includod in tho socond Stato List

o1 Sackuard Classes issued on 13th December 1994 |, ir
~nopoect of whieh the State Governmont's requost was
recoived on 2nd May 1995,

/
(i 1Thae corrosponding' entries 1n tho Mandal
Commission's List of Backward Classes for West Bergzgal

arae as rollows:-

3 . Ausari (Muslim)
1TH0., Momin
O 4 According O the.data rQurnglshod by. the Staivo

Goverrment in the Questionnairo communicated by tho
NCBC, this Community is identified/linked with tho
traditional craft of weaving. The State Government has
furnished some more wuseful ‘information about theo
commurnity. 1t .has been brought out that this woaving
community wusually preparos napkins and bandages. 8095
or its adult mombers aro SLill engagod in tho
traditional occupation of weaving. Of the balance,
most 1l1.e. 12% are engaged in manual labour on daily
Warso andmonly 1% each in cultivation of own land aud
othor occupations like sorvices. & vapy  faew- ol tha s
Lank are engapgod as clorks/poons in Govi. and othor

lunstitutions. 98% of the population of the community

Aro cLanpdloss manunl - labourora. - Tho [Tomalos ard Qb
A6 LA W AR Ld I woavingy, F'or  wapoir  and  Lor g8 R e al

Livelihood. 905 live ir Kuchha houses.

S} o The representatives of the Federation and otaer
memnbers ot the community present confirmed that tnoeir

sammur.ity is similar to a casto ("Jati-Shoman"). Tnoroe

A

1 rormally rno inkter-marriarsa botwoor thom apd otaar

Ry il Lheose wito ollow Lalam as pallgion. SH N
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'.‘ RN £ el r_’-z D‘g"‘,__..__

C e e e e



€)'
m
]

iy

oy
o,

i,
y
i
%

1

5

L]
F |
!
]
L]
i i
i
i
¥
§
‘.-
%
!
4
i
!
i
]
¥
F
f
{
|

—

i
’u

w,
L

Ty

—

—

¢
Ll

(

|

(

|

&
4
e
g
.
8
&
7
9
.
&

y

\

)
)
y
)
b
b
l

said that most of the Membars of the community cortinue
L ¢ ’ " ‘. . - - 1 i . i ” ’
2 practice. 1bhel) traditional craft of weaving 1o

iy,

Liter I . livelihood and by Link“with  thiv f.H"Jll.'l.:

e praneapat? - - -
F=pansracional = they are daeascendants ol P on

Ao l'ollowed the same Qccupation and ware known. au

TJolahr,

10, H.H.Risley, ln his ethnographic 1LO88SAry

£
¢ntitled "Tribes and Castes of Bengal" published by
'3 rma Mlukhopadhyay, Ist Edition 1891, Reprint: Calcutta
UFOL - CVed L BB, BUB-380) ' gudar & the  Hesd "Jolha,
Jolaha, Julaha, Momin™ describes it as "the Mahomedan
Jeaver caste of Bengal and Behar'. He also cites the
opinion of Dr.Wise(the results of whose researches
during 13 years'residance in Eastern Bengal, have baarn
incorporated in Risley), to whom Risley has dedicated
nhis volume, that 'they belonged to a despised Hindu
caste who in zzﬂtr body became converts to Muhammadani sm. "
Kisley also mentions his view that "the low e@staem :ipn
whiach the profeassion of weaving is held would sul'ttioe
Lo cul oflft those adopting it from inter-marriage with

theilr co-religionists.™

135 The Census of India, 1931(Volume V, Bengal "<
Sikkim) compiled separate figures for Sayyad and
"Mumin"(Jolaha). The Census notes that "this caste was
anxious to have its figures s¢éparately recorded and the
permission to return a new nrame free from the stigma
attaching to that previously used........."(P.450). Ir
Lhe lmperial Table XV1II of Part-I1 CRL23T 9, Lhhi s

communlty has been referrad to as ffollows: -

"Mumin" (JOLAHA,"SHEKH MUMIN")==Muslim.

12 orkh  Rahim Mondal,in his Dynamics of iHuulim

ottty (Inter=-Ind?a Publications, 1993,PP.T0-7T2).

aattactarises. Lhe divisliong amweong Muslims ads soelual
tEnAnbS with cercalin "caste-like" characteristies. o

B G that pas” Lerm "Jat™ ls the  loecal usapgs of ol

»
"

>  ea = H " [ % e A . - 2 ! = L . - . .
a L Lernsal ard Jdet'irves the term as "prelativels

e et o TE G 9
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cr.dojsamous  distinet status I B AP ! Ho' - farther

potal Cblla coxistonca - of traditional occupationy RIS
(UDTEATNEYTE ARSI L D 9 L R ) T T A B BT 8 v (AT < R T i IS T S A W L O
Ly a0 eial  “sSogdal njm"al‘ohy gividad. crnbe Ehpoo . 3t
V1% Hppor, lLowor and lowaost. In bho - Lowor - panik.
raforrod. ‘to' as "Nichujat or Garosthi",; ho . locateos

Julana with tho "traditional occupation® of woavers,

along with somo othor '"socijal - groups®. ihis  lowop
stratum is positioned botweon tho upper rank/stratum of

'Barojat or Miya or Mina(Aristocrats)" and tho lowast

EE RS TENEE |

scratum of "Chhotojat or Katua(Dograded)", (PP.94-9y5).

qondal furthor montions that » momborsihip within tho

. '-}i
—

particular jat/group 18 gonorally detorminod Ly

—
= %

O P LR o s s Moalbh', powor and prostigo play tho most

GIGEL rolo! ih doetormining tho jat status in . social

¢ 8

niorarchy...... The Muslims of lowor DLockK  ¥Yig.  Ehé
COoOMnor: Shaiks and Julahas OLGC.u onjoy Laoss

_I)I'"j.‘/'i.lO[f;OS.; cowwis tRIS JOSS privilogod position oi tho
Llowor status Muslims in tho body of villago inforumal
courcil is duo to thoir intorior status in tho Local
soclal hiorarchy and also for lack of woalth and DOWQL.,
+«+.lncorotically oach of tho lMMuslim jat is endoganous
1. naturo. Ho notes cases of intormarriage betwoe:n tho

Jats of oqual or noar oqual status and raro

)

nyporgamous typo marriagos betwoon Jats of dissimilar

ey Rt e g E K

status (Ibid P.99). Elsowhore Mondal notos that
'traditionally oach of tho status catogorios as well as
| O aAro ONGDRAMBND 5 s« n oo e EBTd - POt TTE ) s Tho abovoe
| Lacly rovoal Lho oxXxjistonceo Ol Nuans ttW-?-L+i kO "

charactoriastics amoug tho Bougal Muslims and sl
soclally inforior position of Julaha as a casto-liko

community in this framo.

3 Lo Y R

13, I'no reprosontatives of the community mado anothor

e

poilul, namoly that thoir namo should be ontered iun Lho

T

il ol Backward Classon of Lhe Conkro as woll as the
sbtate only as Ansari/dMomin, doloting the stigmacised
' care "“Jolah". lhey also said that thoir comnunicy has

.i - ‘ N, . " R ’ . -. i . . ' - e . o - Bay * . . . . . .- . \ : ! y ot B e E A
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onLy Ansari or Momin while applying for caste

cortificates. Since they abandoned :this torm quito
s._motime back, they aroe not able to show earlier papors
is which :corbificatos had Dboon éppliod f£or . by or
granted to individuals or their immodiaﬁo proedecessors
in Lho family i.n the namo of "Jolah'".

- Itjwas suggaested by the Benohzand agreed to by
t' o State bovarnment's representatives to examine this

| [
"i/~sue of tra aspiration of the community and the issue

( | g 4|
fdeleting tLe term"Jolah" without any pisk of |those who

-du not beliong to this community seeking and ;obtaining.

. ¢l rtificatés in the name of this communifyu Theo
n presentaftives of the community "agrleed that poending
fghis @xaﬂination by the State Government and
s_ubsequently by the NCBC, in the intlerim in order to
éa*void any gco‘_nfusion in the process of certification,
t..e name gf the community be entaretl in the Central

Ll st of Ba:ckwar'd Classes for West Bengal in the same

|
.l
l
|

W~y as given in the State List i.e. "Jolah (Ansari-
Momin)". '

'

I

f
'

FINDINGS OF THE BENCH

.  ——— — — — — —— — — i — — — — —— — — — —— —

f & '
L}
’

1
" Pt The Bench found that "Jolah (Ansari-Momin)" is a

¢ ste-like! community, inter—gonoratiokally continuous,

| i |
with a distinct. identity, demarcatiing it and 1its
members féom their other co-religignists and theilr
~communitios, and linked with the traditional craft of

iwLaving. Weaving 1is a ¢traditional| artisanal craft

S ———— . —

~w..ich 18 ono of tho occupations rofonred to in Para 7
%m tho Procodural clarification on Guidolinos and

¢rvered by|"A.SOCIAL,Item No. 2(e)" of] the Commission's

;a'nd Complaints of under-inclusion in|the Central List

H

| of Other Backward Classes. This is part of the "Fast-

lwhother 'thle term "A:ris’a'r*i/Momin" alon can be roeotained.

EQuidelines!for Consideration of Requests for Inclusion
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Track” dosipgnod by tho Commijaossion. d ol ;0 I T s R YRR 1 l:‘/
dhich i3 socially backward and undoubtoadly qualiflios to
bty lnpludod Lt tno:: Lopbral Liast ol Batkward Cluandoy,
Just as: 1t has rightly baen includod in tho State List
of Backward Classos. It should thoroforo be includod in

tho Gontral List of Backward: Classos. for tho:Stato of

.l'-l (3 t' BO“{Sal -

LDYLCE- OF THEE COMMISSION

— T e e S— o S SRS S— N e —— —— —— — — e — — S— S—— — — S—
L]

V0. I'ho Commission considorod and apgrood iu t'uli
Jitn tho indings of tho Wast Bongal Bonch and docided

Lo tondor tho following Advico to tho Govorrmont ac peor

Secbior 9(1) of tho HCBC Act, 1993: -

"Jolah (Ansari-ilomin)" bo includod in tho Contral

=J3L of Backward Classos for Wost Bongal.

J - ) y
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NCBC/Advice No.WB/2/95

— — — — —— — — —— — ————— —— — — — — —  — ——— . - Il---l—_'——"—_

WEST BENGAL BENCH

Request for inclusion of "Kansari'"of West Bengal In tne

-——-—————-—_———-——_—_———“———“——_.—_.__—- —-_“_—_—————‘——

j L The Government of West Bengal, vide letter of

the oSecretary, Schaduled Castes and Tribes Wellarsa

Dapartment No. 344-TW/EC dated 2Znd May 1995 £o the

Commission hag, inter-alia, requested that "Kansarl®™ be
included in the Central List of Backward Classes Llor

West Bengal.

= Even bafore the State Government made thls
requast, a member of the Community working In Delhi,
Shri M.K.Das had made a request for inclusilon ot

Kansabi in the Central List on 18.4.1995.

PUBLIC HEARING

The Two-Member Bench [(or West Bengal held

(T

Public Hearing at Calcutta on 29th August 1995 O

examine this lequest.

i, At the Public Hearing, the State Governmeinl WwWao

-

reprasented by the Special JSecretary and the Joirnt

Comm:ssiornar of the SCs arnd Tribes Welfare Depariument

1

arnd  Dipactor, Cultural Resesarch lnstltule of " Wess
dapioeal.. ol Arvind Das and othar meambers ol L
commucity appeared at the publlic hearing and spocxe

the communty .

gy h MR S
e e gheu i e ig'g.@ L

— e il S — —— ——— — —— — — ——
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FACTS
D Ihe State Government of West Bcnéal had. no List of
Backward Classes till after the Supreme Court Judgement
n the Mandal Case, delivered on 16th November 1992.
l'or this reason, the Expert Committee on Backward
Classes could not recommend a Central List of B.Cs for
West Bengal as it could do for 14 other States, which
already had their rcspcctivcglists of. BCS,:on, the basis
of+ thsa, , prinocipla; . of commonality, and therefore the
Central Govt. also could not issue a Central list of

BCs for West Bengal in 1993. The Govt. of West Bengal

tssued, 1ts filrst list of  Backward Classes by igs

Notification No.346-TW/EC

M-6/82(I)
’ .
dated ]3“]: July 1994 in the Calcutta Gazette of the

sale date, which consisted of 14 entries. Tha
Goverrment of India, Ministry of Welfare bLy its

Hotification HNo.163 dated 19.10.1994. published in the
Gazette of India of 20.10.1994, issued a common list of

OBCs for West Bengal which consisted of the same 14

castes/communities.,

B 4 Nearly a half-year later, the Government of

.t &

Wiest Bengal 21ssued 1ts second instalment of Backward
Classes consisting of 12 castes/communities by it
Notification No.705=TW/EC/M-06/782(1) datad 13th Decamber

1994 in the Calcutta Gazette of the same date and artesr

yet another nearly half-year, 1ts third instalmwment ot

castes/communities was issued by its Notificatiorn

lo.370-TW/EC dated 12th May 1995,

M=0/782(1)
published in the :Caleutta. Gazette of Lthe. same aabe.
"Kapnsari" is. one of the 12 castes/communities includGced

1. the second State list of Backward Classes issu&ad or
l 5th December 1994 | inn respect of which the oState

Goverrraer L '3 requeast was recelived on Z2ud May 1Y9Y%.
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(Vol.I,PP.419=-420), under the Head "Kansarsi,

Rangsabanlk" dedcir’lbes Lhem as "the DLrazterr causbe ol
Bengal®, They are members of " tne Nabasakh or

Navashakha group .

o B Shri Nripcndra Kumar Dutt in his "Origin and
Growth of Caste in India"(Vol.II, published Firma
K.L.Mukhopadhyay,Second Edition,1969,p.110) enumeratec
"Kamsyabanik (bellmetal-worker)" among the Navashakha

group of castes.

= Though the name "Kamsyabanik" 1s also attested
since a long time, and though in the State Government's
answer to the NCBC's Questionnaire and in Mandal 1list
"Kansakar?" .:I__s mentioned as one of the synonyms ol thls
caste, thcré is no specific request to add this name In
addition to Kansari. When such a request is made, thls

matter can be considered.

FINDINGS OF THE BENCH

13. The Bench found that "Kansari" 11s the caste
which is linked with the traditional craft of working
with bell-metal and also with other rclétcd metals.
Bcllﬁ;bal work is a traditional artisanal craft which
is one of the occupations referred to in Para 7 of the
Procedural clarification on Guidelines and is covered
by "A.SOCIAL,Item No. 2(e)" of the --Commission's
Guidelines for Consideration of Requests for Inclusion
and Complaints of under-inclusion in ‘thc Central LIS
of Other Backward Classes. This is part of the "Fast-
Track" dasigned by the Commission. This Is a community
whieh is socianlly backward and undoubtedly qualifies LO
be included {n the Central LIstU of' Backward Clanoses,

just ags Llt has rightly beer. ir.c;udcd iy Ehe Stabte LIS

Ol sackward Classes. "Kansari"should therat'ors b ¢
--,.
l
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\
Lhe Slate ol Weut Bengal.

e e —— S— — _--_-—._-_—_._ ‘—ﬁ—_—._—

£ I The Commission considered and agreeéd. in -rfull
With the Findings of the West Bengal Bench and declded

Lo tender the following Advice to the Government as per
Section 9(d) of the NCBC Act, 1993:-

"Kansari™" be included in cne  Cantral List' - of

Backward Classes for West Bengal.

| /:_

a0 AN S (RTCE
Wi //_’_______
ﬁﬂ——‘ IJ/__‘._,.,—/'LA

) .>"/i':(ri)
Justice R. N. Prasa:l

Chairman £ W
National Commission .02
Rackward Classes

New Delhr.

-neluded In tLhe Cantral List ol Backward Clasgses  Lop




NCBG/Advice No.WB/3/95

NATTONAL COMMISSLON FOR BACKWARD CLASSES

—— — —-—i___._“_ - - - —— . — ewo— Tl 0w —
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WLEST BENGAL BENCHI

Kequest Lor inclusion "Shankhakar” of West beneal in
“M

the Central List of Backward Classes for West Bengal
B e e S L AL L LT S L

REQUEST

" — - S — — = ——

Lo IThe Government of wWest Bengal, vide lectter of

the  Scecretary, Scheduled Castes and Iribes el Ly
vepartment No. 344-1I'w/LEC dated 2nd say LY9S to the
M-6/82(1)

Commission‘ has, inter-alia, requested that "Shankhak:ap"

-

be 1ncluded in the Central List of Backward Classes For
West Bengal.,

PUBLIC HEARING

s [he [Iwo-Member Bench for west Bengal held o
Public. Hearing. at: Calcutta .on  29th August  LYYs o
cxamine this Request. At the Public-tlearing, the State
overnment was represented'by the Special Secretary and
JoinEn Commissioner of the SCs and Iribes Welflare
Department and Director, Cultural Research Institute of
Nest Bengal. Shri Shyamal Prasad .. Nandi,
Asstt.Secretary, Paschim Banga Sankhi SilpiiSamiti
appeared on behall ol the sSamiti and spoke on - behall ot

Lhe community.

s [he State Government of west Benpal had no list of
backward Classes till after the Supreme Court Judgeiaent
In the sandal Case, delivered on 10tih November LyvZ.
or this r(*";lsun, the IE.\'p(-*rt Committee on Backwalnrd
I \ *“"n :
B 3 ¢

i : ‘
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Classes could not recommend a Central List ot B.Cs lor
West Bengal as it could do for 14 other States, whicn
alrecady had their respective lists of BCS, on the basts
of the principle of commonality, and therefore tae
Central Govt. also could not issue a Central list ot
BCs f[or West Bengal in 1993. The Govt. of West Bengal
issued its first 1list of -Backward Classes Dby 1Lts
Notilication No.3406-1W/LC

. M-6/82(1) .

dated 13th July 1994 .in the Calcutta Gazette ol tne
same date, - which ' consisted .of 14 entries. 'he
Government of India, Ministry of Welfare by 1ts
Notification No.l103 dated 19.10.1994, published 1in LCtac
‘Gazette of India of 20.10.1994, issued a common list ol
UBCs Cor west Bengal, which consisted of the sanc L4

castes/communities.
‘.

O . Nearly a half-ycar later, the Governmend ol
West Bengal issued its second instalment of Backward
Classes consisting of 12 fastes/communities by its
Notification No.705-ITW/EC/M-06/82(1) dated 1l3th Decenmber
1994 in the Calcutta Gazette of the same date and attor
yet another nearly half-year, its third instalment oL 3
castes/communities was issued by its Notification
N()..i?i)-'l‘xV/I'iC datoed lZ’th May 1995,

e W S P S S —

M-0/82(1I)
publishaod in the Calcutta GCazette of the same gate.
"Shankhakur" is once ol the 12 L‘Llsl:b::‘/conumun A
included in the second State list of Backward-Classes
issued on 13th December 1994 , in respect of which the

State Covernment's request was received on Znd May

LVYS.

/. 'he  corresponding  entry 1n o the Manaiil

Commission's List of Backward Classes Ler West Bongdal
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s as (ol lows: -
160. Sankhakar, Sarkheru

I'he correct spelling of the community's name Ffollowing
bengall practice 1is, as given in the State List -
"Shankhakar" and not as given in the Mandal list. [he

synonyim given in the Mandal list is also mis-spelt

since the correct spelling of the synonym is "Sankhari"
as given in the data furnished by the State Government
in the NCBC's questionnaire. |

8 . According to the data furnished by the State
Lovernment in the Questionnaire communicated by the
NCGBC, this Community is identified/linked with the
Lraditional cralt ol shell-cutting. Ihe SLale
Government has furnished some more useful information
about the community. 895 of 1ts adult members areo
still engaged 1in the traditional occupation of shell-
cutting. Of the balance, most i.e. 6% are engaged in
agricultural labour on wage and 2% in other manual
labour on daily wage, and only 2% and 1% respectively

NN
ki . ‘ ]
“ax, engaged in cultivation of own land and othor

occupations like services. It is also mentioned that ac
present members of this community are also working with
gold and silver in addition to their main occupation ol

shell-cutting. 94% live in Kuchha houses.

V. he representatives of the Samiti urged that che
their caste is socially and cducationally backward and
Lt be included in the Central List of Backward Classcos

for West Bengal.

LO). H.1l.Risley in his ethnographic glossary entitlied
"I'ribes and Castes of Bengal'" published by Firag
Ankhopadhyay, [ st Ldition IR Ropring.
Calcuatta,lygiivol .11, PP.221-223) under the TIRRE

»

"S:mll»;hm‘i", Sankhakar, sankhabvpanik'" describes i1t as the

‘; L J’J.
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"shell=cutting caste of Benpgal, some ol whomn have take:
ol Llate years to working in gold and sitlver”(Llbrd 1.
221). Nripendra Kumar Dutt (Origink § Growth of Casce

1N [ndia, Firma K.L.Mukhopadhyay, Calcutta, iViY,
Vol.II, P.110) describes "Sankhabanik'" as "Conchshell-
worker"

| 98 TP Risley cites the observations of Dr.wWis¢ thau

Sankharis are '"unusually industrious, young and ol.
working to a latc hour at night". -~ Dr. Wise has also
noted that the posture in the work of shell-cutting 1s
so awkward and the space in which work 1s carricd on 1=
so confined that the boys are taught the trade at
very early age as otherwise their limbs would not bc
able to adjust to such posture and space. Dr.Wisc¢ ha.
described the extra-ordinary indignities to which thls
community was subjected to by the luxurious gentry o¢
the pre-British/early British days. This is one ol tav
Navashakha communities as listed by Risley as well oo
N.K.Dutt. Shell-cutting has a special significance in
Bengal because of the practice of married wonesn
generally wearing shell-bracelets which is regarded axs

a badge of wedded life (Risley, Ibid P.222).

FINDINGS OF I'fIE BENCII

14, I'he Bench found that "Shankhakar" 1s a caste
linked with the traditional craft of shell-cutting ov
conchshell working, a traditional artisanal craft whice
is one of the occupations referred to in Para 7 ot the
Procedural clarification on Guidelines and covered OY
"A.SOCIAL,[tem No. 2(e)" of the Commission's Guidelines

for Consideration of Requests for Inclusion anc

Complaints of wunder-inclusion 1in the Central List 0.
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Other Backward Glassoes., 'his s parl ol 1 hd R

'rack'"designced by the Commission. This i1s a Comnuinid
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which s socially backward and undoubtedly qunlifigﬁ Lo
FRORC 10 16 1'e Rt W BTV ol B 1 Tl B0 4 o ot S (N S o NS (R | G N B 8 s O [ L S N
PUSE as et onas e ightly been ideluded in the.state st
ol Backward Classes. Lt should therefore be included i
the Central List of Backward Classes [for the State ol

West Bengal.

< ote—

ADVICLE OF Til COMMISSI1ON

¢, 15 » he Commission considered and agreed 1n tull
with the Findings of the West Bengal Bench and decided
to tender the following Advice to the Government as per
Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act, 1993:-

"Shankhakar" be included in the Central List of

Backward Classes for' west Bengal.
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