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NCBC Advice No. West Bengal 47/99 : | 10.02.1999
Dear Shri Manavalan, e Sy
1 am sending herewith the Advice of the National Commission
fnr Eaf:kward Classes under Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act for the
Inclusion of "Kasai-Quraishi" caste/community in the Central List of
Ea_t:i:marﬁ Classes for West Bengal, duly ‘authenticated, for necessary
action by the Central Government under Section 9(2) of the Act. |
2. ~ With this, Advices on 537 (293 for Inclusion + 244 for
nejection) castes, sub-castes, synonyms etc. have been tendered to
;helﬂqvernmﬁnt bv the Commission, after ites reconstitution in 1997,
of which 531 (287 for Inclusion + 244 for Rejection) are still
pending with the Government for Notification.
Encl : As stated.
Shri D.K. Manavalan :
Secretary to Govt. of India
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment .
Shastri Bhavan ' 1
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NOBC Advice No, West Benaal 4F U8

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACKWARD CLASS IS
WEST BENCAT

FINDINGS

Case : Request Lor inclusion of “Kasai (Quraishi)™ caste community in the Central

List ol Backward Classes for West Bengal,
Per Shri U.P. Sineh, Member

I'lus case arises from the Request received in this Commission from M.
Sohail Roomi. Scerctary, Puralia Zilla Backward \uslim Communily Feder

Al = Kasar Mohalla, 1.0, & Dist. Purulia, West Bengal [or mclusion in the Central

List ol Backward Classes Lor West Bengal.

dlion.

1. Cublic [ learing
. The mwo-Member West Bencal Dench of (he Conunission consisting of

Honble Member. Slui ULP, Singh and Hon ble Member, Shri Sahu Akshavh Bhai
held a Public Ticaring at Caleutta on 9.9.1998 i respect of this

Public Hearing the State Govt, was represented by Shri K.N. Behera, MVanagine

Request, At the

Director. West Bengal SC & ST Development & Finance Corporation & M

anaging
Dircetor. West Nenaal Backward Classes Development & Finance Corporation,

Sl

ut L Misra, Moember-Secretary, West Bengal Backward Classes Commission and

Dr. ALK, Chaudhari. Director, Cultural and Rescarch Institute, Caleutta. The

caste communiiy was represented by the lollowing:-

) Ve Sohail Roomi
1) M Ekram Quraishi

') Shrr Cehulam Haidder Quraishy
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" ¢ The "Kasai-Naji™ caste community has been included in the Mandal 1 st

4, The State Govt of West Bengal had no list of Backward Classes till after the
supreme Court Judgement in the Mandal case delivered on 16 November, 1992,
IFor this reason. (he Expert Commiltee on Backward Classes could not. on the basis
of the Principle of Commonality, recommend a Central List of Backward Classes
lor West Bengal as it could do for 14 other States. which already had their
respective lists of Backward Classes, and therefore the Central Government also
could nol 1ssue a Central List of Backward Classes for West Bengal in 1993, The
¢ Crovt. of West Bengal issucd its first list of Backward Classesby its Notification No.
346-TW EC N [-6.82(D) dated 13™ July, 1994 in the Calcutta Gazette of the same

date. which consisted of 14 entrics. The Government of India, Ministry of Wellare.

bv its Notification No. 163 dated 19.10.1994, published in the Gazetie of India of
0L 10,1994, issued a common list of OBCs for West Bengal which consisted of the

smme 14 castes communities and did not include “Kasai (Quraishi)”.

i

The Govl. of West Bengal by its Notification No, 93-TW/EC dated 11™
February, 1997, published in the Caleutta Gezette of the same date, of the 8
castes communities including the “Kasai™ caste community as follows:-

"o, kasar” (List-0)

0, The representatives appeared at the Public Hearing stated that their main
caste 15 ‘Kasat” and *Quraishi’ is its title and they are engaged in the occupation of
butcher. In their documents their caste is written as “[asai (Quraishi)” instead of

“Iasal”, However, they agreed to sugoestion of the Bench to put the hyvphenated

cniry e, "Rasai - Quraishi™ in  the Central List of Backward Classes for West
Benual.

Yy



[ The filled-in NCBC's Questionnaire obtained from the representatives of
the caste’community at the Public [earing mentions that “Boasai” is the main caste
and is also known by the name of “Quraishi”. The population of the caste is stated
to be SUB000 spread all over the State and listed as backward class in the States ol
Andhra Prodesh. Assam. Bihar, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh. etc. The main occupation ol
the community is said to be “Beel and Meat Business™ which involves manual
labour rendered on own work. The literacy rate of the caste community is reported
to be 0.98%. The percentage of matriculates is stated to be 0.75% and that of
araduates 0.20%. 25% [anulics of the ﬁ.:muilnu;nil}'l are stated to be living m Lkachha

housc and 5% in pucca houses. The representation of the memburs ol the

community in the Govt. services and other professions is reported 1o be Nl

8. H. HL. Rislev in his book “The Tribes And Castes of Bengal™ ( Published by
Firma Mukhepadhvay, Caleutta, 1981, Reprint, Ist Edition, 1891, Vol. L pp. 428-
129) describes Kasai. a butcher, He wiites that most butchers are Mahonunedans,
but in Bengal low Dralunans, Kaoras, and Bagdis slaughter goats and sheep. and aie
Lnown as Tindu Kasais. In Eastern Bengal Mahommedan butchers are classed as
Bakri-hasai or goai-hillers and Goru-kasai or cow=hillers and latter were Lormerly
looked upon as depraded, but of late years othe hwo  groups have united  and
intermarry freelv, All are followers of Moulavi Karamat Ah, and are very bizotted,
cating with the Kuti, but declining to have anything to do Wi‘l.hﬂﬁ-‘-n"fﬁﬂpﬂrﬁ ang
Bedivas.

9. Those present during the Public Hearing not only did not object 1o the
inclusion of “Kasai-Quraishi” caste/community in the Central List of Backward

Classes for West Bengal rather supported it.
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12, Fhe relevant entries in the lists of ditferent states are as follows:-
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. ‘“w alale Eniry No. "‘mzm f.a! II:u. Ehlu m:s_ﬁﬁim{inm ¢
. Bithar . Rassab (Kasai) (Muslim)
2. el 2B Kasai

Qassab
o Quraishi
3. Gujaral 33, Khatik
4, Ecammalaka Q7. Kasai
Katik
Khatik ;
Katuka
Katuga
kL assab
Ih-ﬂ}'
> Madhya Pradesh 29, Islamic Group
11. Kasai. Kasab. Kassab.
(Qusazh, (,,._:.l'ﬂf-.ﬁ;ll.'l
(. Littar Pradesh 17, Chikwa., Kassab. Chalke

Lhe NCDC has tendered its Advices lor inclusion ol the caste. COMMuUnIy

n the Central List of Backward Classes tor the [ollowine Stales:-
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. Maharashua 217, Khauk (Other than  Maharashira 1998 15, 10,98
those who are included in ' '
the list of SCs for Maharashitra)

Basar Kasab. Kasai-Quraishi

3 L ttar Pradesh 17, Qassab(Qureshi) LLP. 1297 26.12 97
17. Qassa LLP. 20 97 15.10.98
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cvidence, the Beneh Iinds that the “Kasai-

uratshi™ cuspe community is engaged in (he occupation of ~Butchery™, which falls

under the ~lasi- | rack™ calegory and s covered under Tiem

Auocial-2ie) of the
“Guidelines for Consideration ol

Kequests tor Inclusion and Complaints of Under-
Inclusion i the Central T.ist of Other Backward Classes™ andd Para 7 of “Procedural
Clarilication on Citnelelines™ as an artisanal caste. The Bench thus concludes that

the “Kasai-Quraishi® caste/community s g soctally  and educationally

should be included in the Ce
Classes for West Bengal at entry No, 1§ as lollows:-
“46. Kasai-Quraishi”

backwiard caste andd

ntral List of Backward

-.. -
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(ahu Akshava Dl




Advice of the Commission

¥ The Commission considered and agreed m full with the above Findings of
the West Bengal Beneh and decided to lender the following advice o the Central

Crovernment under Section (1) of the National Commission lor Bachward Classes

Ach 1993 fowr necessary action by the Central

Crovernment under Section Oy ol the
Act:-

“IKasai-Quraishi” caste/community be included in the Central List of

Backward Classes for West Bengal at entry No. A5
"5 Hi!hiﬁ-i_} uraishi™

us Tullows: -

Cin aceount of the untortunate demise of one of the Memli

wrs. shrn Navteg
Puadhi on 16.8. 1998, this un

antmous Advice of the Commission does not hear the

signature of that Member, The vaidity of the Advice. nol withstanding the VACaIC v

caused by the demise of the aforesaid Member. is Protecied by Section 7 of the

NCBC Act, 1993, @Dr\fj'




