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Dear Shri Saxena,

"Vamsha Rag"
ac. S.No:t 17 OF - Fhe

radesh for
of the Act by the

/A?YOUES sSincerely

(P.S. KRISHNAN) dapd)
Shri K.B. Saxena - vrmsr N ' - fiﬁ
Secretary | _ | ,(‘?M..
Ministry Of Welfare By
Shastri Bhavan
NEW DELHTI
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WCBC Advice No. AP 24/95

NAIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACKWARD CLASSES

ANDHRA PRADESH BENCH "TV

Findings
Case: Request for inclusion of "Vamsha

Raj" in place of "Pitchiguntala" at
S.No. 17 of ¢the Central List of

Backward Classes for Andhra Pradesh.

L e Reguest

Vamsha Raj Wel fare Sangham, Hyderabad has reguested
for the inclusion of 'Vamsha Raj” at S.No« 17/'o0f Ehe

Central List of Backward Classes for Andhra Pradesh in

the
the place OfLEXlStlnq name "Pitchiguntala" on the ground

that the exlstlng name of their caste is derogatory. -

II. Public Hearig

24 The two-Member Bench for Andhra Pradesh consisting
of Shri P.S. Krishnan and Prof. D.L.Sheth held a Pubic

Hearing at Hyderabad on /th, November, 1995 to examine
this Request.

3. At the Public Hearing, the State Government Wa S
tepresented by the Secretary, Backward Classes Welfare
Depar.tment, Commissioner for Backward Classes Welfare,
Joint Director and Deputy Director, Backward Classes
Wel-fare". S/Shri C.H. Mallesh and Ch. Balanarasimha,

President and General Secretary respectively of the

Vvamsha Raj Welfare Sangham appeared before the Bench on

behalf of the organisation along with others.

EL L ‘acts

AUTHENT CAH‘D
q. The Andhra Pradesh Government's List of Backward,Q) 5

\..i-' ‘L‘
Classes 1is divided into four groups, viz., Group {h‘-\ o *"-*-'t”,].[
Group B, Group C and Group D. Out of these, Group A Mg’

R

I
A

Natis o l:ih;u”

titled as "Aboriginal Tribes, Vimuktha Jathis, Nomadxgy Paskeare 3
and Semi-Nomadic Tribes etc." Item No. 18 under this a
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group Lo "Pltchlguntzaln" The £followlhg are tha obthark
relevant entries:- (R 1P

Mandal List

"224. Pitchiguntala"

Central List

"17. Pitchiguntala"
4 . THa Vamsha Raj Walfatbe Bangham; HYdaérabad mada a
representation dated 15.7.94 to the State Govaernment
that thelir caste name "Pltchlguntala“ 18 treated with
disgrace and disrespect, causing conslderable

humilitation to the members of their caste, more so to
thei' of
requested Fhat the name of  their caste
“Vamsha Ra]fand entry made accordingly in the State List.
Under Section 9(2) of the Andhra Pradesh Commission for
Backward Classes Act 1933,
the

Lts Advice.

school/college- going

children their caste and

be changed as

the State Government referred

this Request to

AP State Commission for Backward

Classes for The Commission, after observing

due procedure, recommended to the State Government Lhat

Lhe name "Vamsha Raj" be substituted for the existing

entry "Pitchiguntala" at S.No. 18 of the State List.
Accordingly, the State Government by an amendment, vide
G.0. Ms. No. 27 dated 23.6.1995, to its earlier order

bearing GO Ms. "No.l793,

Education dated 23.9.70 ordered

the deletion of the name "Pitchiguntala" and insertion: _ |
in its place of the name "Vamsha Raj" at S.No. 18 underc ;
E%Eoup A of the existing State list. o
- Syed Siraj ul llassan in "The Castes and Tribos o [

H.E.H. The Nizam's Dominions" (1989} Aslan Educational

Services , first published 1920) under the head
"Pichakuntala" described the community as "a Telugu -NchfyFED
Caste of wandering beggars, geneologists and mat-workers '
who are supposed to derive their name from Bhlksh 'fﬁ”*"'“f'
AR FAY R
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Kuntalu (Bhikha, begging, Kunta, lame) probably an

!

v opprobrious epithet denoting a lame beggar. They beg

{ ) only from Kapus and Gollas by reciting their gotras and
(y family history, of which they are believed to be the
custodians." According to Syed Hassan's information,

* begging is the principal occupation of the caste and

, they also earn.a- livelihood by making mats of leaves of |

7, Shendi(wild date palm). He-also says that "some of them

y are now engaged in agriculture as non-occupancy raiats
and landless day-labourers." Another occupation of

theirs is pig-~breeding.

) B ' Thurston and Rangachari ("Castes and Tribes O L
| Southern india, . Vol. ° VI, 1993, Asian Educational

Services, first published 1909) record under the head

; "Pichigunta" that "the name Pichigunta means literally _ l'

an assembly of beggars". Drawing wupon the Manuals of

o Nellore and Kurnool distrcts, they say that the

. Pichiguntas are "in the "Telugu country, a class of . *
: mendicants, who are herbalists, and physic people for
!; fever, stomach-ache, and other'ailments. They beat the ij
- village drums, relate stories and legends, and supply ! |
o the place of a Herald's Office, as they have a é”
~ reputation for being learned in family histories, and |
~ Manufacture pedigrees and gotras (house names) for ﬁ'
_;* Kapus, Kammas, Gollas, and others." They also refer to | | f

the description of this community under the name Picchai iy

or Pinchikuntar in the Salem Manual as servants to Lhe |

# Kudianavars qr cultivators. They are treated as inferior

e by the latter and do service to Lhe latter, by relating

< ) thler genealogies. Some serve in the fields, and others |
live by begging. * | | 1

- f Asked by the Bench why they chose the name "Vamsha

- = -
T s s e -

. Raj", they said that since Lt was their distinctivo

occupation to recite the gene&logy or Vamshavali of

their patrons, they identified "Vamsha Raj" as the ... z1971CATED
-’ ' ' et lh\'[J"' ]:1]'_';111 s & }
. appropriate dignified name for themselves. Again, on the(q§'\i&v ‘*;;*’:‘
p query of the Bench, they said that there is no other }
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uaste/communlty which has got a name similar Lo Lhe name

“that they have adopted and therefore this change in

“their name will not offer any opportunity for any

“unlntended commun):,fy Lo take the benefit of reservation

.under its cover. It was suggested by them and agreed to

by the Secretary, Backward Classes Welfare Deptt, 'that .

. the change of name will be announced through TV Radioe.

and other public media in order to eliminate any

possxblllty of dlfflCUltY for members of the community

~1n getting BC certlﬂlcates by the new name, on deleting

-

.8-

the old name.

Their request was not only not objected Lo by any

of the members of the different castes/communltles

present; but was posxtlvely supported by them and also

*ﬂby the ctate Government representatives.
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s The Bench

1V, Findings

——— el c——

came to the 'conclusion that this is an

example of a community downgraded and degraded not only

Occupationally, as is evident from the ethnographical

accounts, tLheir own evidence, State Governmentl 's

evidence and their placement’ in Group A of the State

List, but by the very name given to them. The Bench
noticed that the representatives of the community were
young people who had just entered the modern sectors of
occupation., Understanding their agony, the Bench came to
Lhe conclusion « that their Regquest deserves to be
honoured. It is the Finding of the Bench that the namo

"Vamsha Raj" be entered at S.No.l7 of the Central List

of Backward Classes for Andhra Pradesh in the place’'of

the existing name "Pitchiguntala".
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jV. ANdvice of the Commisgion

) I L9 9 i

% L ?he Commission considered and agreed in full with
- 10 '{ndings ofL the A.P. Bench and decldied to randar tha
folloWlng Adviwe E8 EHa qanteaml

o Qovearnainnt 0 1> K
Wwection 9(1) of the NCBC Act, 1993
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