P.S. KRISHNAN
TEL.: 6886828 61§ oo

NATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR BACKWARD CLASSES
NEW-DELHI-110 066
NCBC Advice No. Orissa 66-67/99 28. 07. 1999

Dear Smt. Das,

Commission for Backward Classes under _ L)« 18
NCBC Act for the Incluaion of "Tambuli, Tamali™
caste/commun ity and for the Reject ion of the Regquest for
Inclusion of "'Tamuliiﬂaiaya}“ in the Central List of
Backward Classes for - Orissa, duly authent icated, for

necessary action by the Central Government under Sect ion
9(2) of the Act.

2 . With this, Advices on 720 (358 for Inclusion + 362
for reject ion) castes, sub-castes, =
tendered to ¢t he Government
reconst itut ion in 1997, of _ clus
362 for Reject ion) are St ill pending with the Govcernment
for Not ificat ion. :

-' 4 ﬁ 1
: g

(P.S. KRISHNAN ]

Encl: As stated. - /

Smt. Asha Das
Secretary to Govt. of India

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Shastri Bhavan
NEW DELHTI




FINDINGS e

Case : Request for inclusion of Tambuli, Tamali, Tamul; (Baisya) in the Central
List of Backward Classes for Orissa.

le Member Shri
to examine the request for
the Central List of backward
The State Govt Commission was
Secretary and Shri D. C. Pradhan, Under

a1 held a Public hearing
inclusion of Tambuli, Tamalj, Tamul; (Baishya) caste in
Classes for orissa on 08.01.99 gt Bhubaneswar.

I Facts

Jackward Classes prepared the first
isis of the principle of commonality, i.e.
by listing castes common to both the Mandal List for each S« te and the respective Siate
Lists and when, on the basis of the Expert Committee’s Report, the Government of India
notified the first-phase Central List in 1993, Orissa was one of the States which did not
have a State List of its own. Therefore no Central List of Backward Classes for Orissa
could be prepared by the Expert Committee or notified by the Central Government at that
stage. It was only after the Supreme Court’s Judgement in the Mandal case that the State

List of Orissa came into existence in 1994 on the basis of one man (Justice N.K. Das)

Commissioin report. Thereafter the Central Government vide Ministry of Welfare’s

Resolution No. 1201 1/9/94-BCC dated 19.10.94 issued a “Common (Central) List” of
Backward Classes for Orissa. Tambuli, Tamali, Tamul; (Baisya) was not included in the
Central List for Orissa because j [

€ 1t was not included in both Mandal List and the Siate
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related occupation and included in the Mandal List, State List and Central List ﬁf
Backward Classes for the State of Orissa. u

Mandal List
;‘I? Eﬂf_iji or E&mjw

State List
9 Bariji or Baruj”

Central List
"9 Bariji or Barui”

1ty -
1). The name of the suh-::astese“sub—mnunumtiﬂsfsynmnyma are [ambuli,
Tamali, Tamuli Baisya. The main community is Bengali.

). The population of the sub-caste/sub
which is 0.3% of the total OBC populati
population of the main caste/community, The population of the sub-caste/sub-

community is concentrated in the districts of Kendrapara, Baleswar, Bhadraka,
Jaipur, Puri, Cuttack and Jagatsinghpur,

-community in the State is two lakhs
on of the State and 20%; of the total

The caste/community is generally regarded a social

v).  The members of the caste/community mainly depend for livelihood on
selling betel leaves and engaged in betel farms.. About 10% of the total
population of the community is engaged in agricultural activities. Those who are
not engaged in agriculture, are engaged in selling bete -

business. These activities involve manual labour rendered for wage.

ly backward.

vi In some cases c

hildren of the caste/community help their
business or cultivation.

parents in

vil).  Sixty percent of the population of the caste/community are landless
manual labourers, *

vil). The caste/community in terms of
or hereditary occupation

the caste system. identified/linked with

the traditional of developing betel leaves farms and




(v).  Other occupation like services

X). No member
caste/community.

ﬂ}- Lilﬂfﬂﬂy rate of the caste/communi
49% of the State. '

of the Legislative Assembly

5%

1S belonging  to the

Year of Reference
Group A/ Class [ - Nill 1991
Group B/ Class [] - Less than 200 199]
Group C/ Class [1] - Less than 400 199]
Group D/ Class [V - In between 600-800 [99]

€S, members of the ¢

Teachers in colleges & Universitjes 10, Doctors

aste/community engaged as
10 and Lawyers 20,




xvi). In the last 20 years there is an improvement in their educational conditions
but deterioration in economic conditions.

xvil). They consider ‘Chasa’ and ‘Patra’ castes/communities at a level
immediately higher than Tamboli caste/community as these are educationally and
economically more advanced. s

xviil). In the absence of any member of the community in the Administrative
services and representative in State Legislative Assembly or Parliament, they
failed to make any lobby for its inclusion in the Backward Classes List of the
State as well as in the Centre. |

3. During the Public Hearing the members of the caste/community told the Bench,
that their traditional occupation is betel leaf cultivation and its sale. Originally they are
Bengalis of the bordering areas of Orissa and West Bengal. They have already requested
to the State Govt. for inclusion in the State List of Backward Classes of Orissa.

6. H. H. Risley in his book “The Tribes and Castes of Bengal — Ethnographic
Glossary™ (Firma Mukhopadhyay, Calcutta, 1981, Reprint, Ist Edition, 1891, Vol. II, p.
292-294) states that the “Tambuli, Tamuli, Tamli, is a respectable trading caste of
Bengal, Behar and Orissa, whose Original occupation is supposed to have the selling
betel-leaf, Sanskrit Tambula --eem-- They are usually classed among the Nabasakha, and
iIn most districts of Bengal Brahmans will take water from their hands. On this point,
however, there seems to be some conflict both of ancient authority and of modern usage.”
Ihe couplet of Parasara, which is usually cited as the locus classicus defining the
Nabasakh or Nava-Sayaka group, makes no mention of the Tambuli.” He further states
that “the Brahmans of Bengal, while usually according to the Tambuli a place among the
Navasakha, do not invariably allow them the privileges of attaching to this position; and a
Tambuli gentleman, --------, informs me that neither Brahmans nor Rajputs will take
water from their hands.”

He describes the original occupation of the caste “to prepare and sell betel-leaf),
which they buy from the cultivators, is believed to be the original occupation of the caste,
which they still adhere to in Behar and Upper India, often adding thereto the business of a
pansari or druggist. In Bengal, however, the Tambulis have long since abandoned this
special business, and taken to dealing in grain and petty shop-keeping. Some sell lime,
others are empolyed as gumashtas in large shops, a certain number hold land, and few are
Government servants, pleaders, mukhtiars, doctors, clerks in merchant’s offices, and
schoolmasters. No Tambuli will hold the plough himself, and those members of the caste
who have taken to agriculture are zamindars. tenure-holders, and occupandy raiyats
cultivating their lands by means of hired labour.,”

P |
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7. Ethnographers M. A. Sherrir

i (1896), Rose (1911), Ibbetson
(1916), Russell & Hira Lal (19] 6) anc

ave stated the occupation of the

8. People of India National Series, (Vol, IV, 1993, p. 2188, under print, general
Editor, K. S. Singh, Anthr

ﬂpﬂIﬁgiEﬂj SUrvey ﬂflndiﬂ} confirms “the OCcupation of
Tambuli caste that js lling of bete, L ._

Tambolj (Fambuli) caste is reported in different o
of India- C

Ommunities, Segments, Syn
General Editor, K. §. Singh, Oxford T

[1.  The “Tamboli/Tamali/Tamo|;

I/ Tamballa/Tammal;* caste/community has been
included in the Central List of Backward Classes for fifteen States and two Union
Territories which are as follows:-

Eﬂ[}' No. . .EI.IT.!E[}f thﬂ EEE{ |

| States
] Andhra Pradesh 80 Tammal;
2 Assam 4 Barjubi
Bihar 32 Tamoli, Tamboli
Delhi 4 Barai, Bari. Tambolj
6 Barai, Tambol;
85 Gurav,
Gurov,
Tambli,
Tamballga,




Gurava,
Guroa

7. Kerala 39 Senai Thalavar
(Elavaniar)
8. Madhya Pradesh 2 ~Barai,
Waarai,
Wari (Chaurasia)
Tamolj,
Tambolj,
Kumavatt,
Kumavat

169 Tambolj

10, Orissa e Bariji or Baruij

26 Baraj

12, Rajasthan 50 Tamoli (Tamboli)

3. Tamil Nadu 135 Senaithalaviar,

Senaitudiya and | llaiya Pair

14, Tripura 3 Barui

15. Uttar Pradesh 22

Tamoli
I. Union Territories
l. Chandigarh -4 Barai, Tamboli/Tombol;

2. Pondicherry 212

senal Thalaivar
(Senaikudiyan)

Senai Thalviar
. {E.i_avﬂ.s}

12.  In the State List of BCs
Caste/community.
OCcupation,

for the State of Orissa at

It is a equivalent caste of lambuli and Tamalj having the similar

H. H. Risley described the caste in “The Tr

ibes and Castes of Bengal™ Vol
published by J. Mukherjee. Ferena Mukhupadhyay,

Culcutta (pp. 71-76) as “Barui, Barai

entry No. 9 Bariji or Barui

-

W,
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the names of the two castes engaged in Bengal and Bihar, respectively, in the cultivation
of piper betel. ordinarily known as pan (sansk. parra), the leaf par excellence.”

13.  During the Public Hearing the State Government representatives as well as those
present from different section of society did not object for their inclusion in the Central
List of BC’s for West Bengal rather supported it. : |

V. Findings

13, From the conspectus of facts fand evidences adverted hereinbefore, the
conclusion arrived at is that the “Tambuli/Tamuli” is an equivalent caste of Bariji or
Barui which is a socially backward caste. The occupation on which the members of this
caste/community depend for livelihood is selling betel leaves or trading in the sale of
betel leaves. The occupation of selling betel leaves can not be equated with “Trade and
commerce™ because the first involves manual labour and preparation of products while
the latter involves only marketing. It is not a trader caste or Bania caste or of Vaishya

names/suffixes by socially backward castes, in a futile effort to raise their social status
and 15 not an indicator of their true social status or Varna-affiliation. Therefore, the
Request for inclusion of “Tambuli, Tamali” into the soclally backward classes merits
acceptance and we declare that the caste as such to be socially backward and recommend
its inclusion in the Central List of Backward Classes for Orissa at entry No.-9-along with

Bariji or Barui and the amended entry will be as follows :-

“9.  Bariji or Barui, Tambuli, Tamali”

The bench is further of the view that the request for inclusion of Tamoli (Baisya)
along with Tambuli and Tamali be rejected as this nomenclature gives impression of

inclusion of Baisya community and is likely to be misused by the advanced
castes/communities belonging to Vaishya Verna.

(] 10FGg
(Sahu Akshaya Bhai)
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“Tambuli/Tamal;”
Backward Classes for Ori
amended entry will be as fo

I'he request to include

i1ssa at entry No. 9 along with

caste/community be included in the Central List of

Bariji or Barui and the
Hows :-

Bariji or Barui, Tambuli, Tamalj»

Tam wli (Baisya) as a Synonym be rejected.




