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NCBC Advice No. 92 Karnataka/98 28. 08. 1998

1ce of the Nat 1onal
under Section 9(1) of t+he
'Balyavya' caste/community

. d Classes for Karnataka,
duly authent icated, for necessary action by the Central

Govt. under Section 9(2) of the Act .

£ With this, Advices on 325 castes,sub—casfes, synonyms
etc.. h?ve been tendered to the Government by the
Commission, after itas reconstitution in 1997, “&f which

322' are Sti1ll pending with t he Government for
Notification.

J) Yourls_since ely
Nﬂ[o‘:la& (P.S.

KRISHNAN)

oo R

ncl: As stated.

Shri DK.Manavalan
Secretary

Ministry of Social Juat j
Shastri Bhavan
NEW DELHI

ce & Empowerment
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NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACKWARD CLASSES
— =2 T UR BACKWARD (C

Karnataka Bench
oo gLana Hellcn
Findings

Per Shri Justice P.K. Sh amsundar, Chairperson
________________________Z_______________E_____

Case: Request for Inclusion of "Balyaya" as a synonym ot

Kanisan/Kaniyan in the Central List of Backwar
Classes for Karnataka.

£ Ve

s o I. Request

kP o

s This case arises from the Request received in thig
5 Commission from Dyl .Jills Balyaya. alias Kanishan
te Mahaijana Sangha (regd.), Suman Vihar, Kembar, Padil,
[ Mangalore-575 007 for inclusion of “Bél‘yaya" asS a synonymn
* Oof Kanisan in the Central List of Backward Classes.

'i II.Rgplig_Heaqigg
1 2 Ihe special three-Member Karnataka pench .of. . the
o Commission consisting of Shri Justice P.K. Shyamsundar,
- Hon'ble Chairperson, Shri U.p. Singh and Shri Navte j
‘? Puadhi, Hon'ble Members,. NCBC held a Public Hearing in
iy respect of this caste at Bangalore on 22.06.98. At the
“ Public Heafing the State Govt. was represented by Shri
4§ Umesh, Deputy Director and Shri Mohammed 1gbal;,’ Joint
Y - Director of Dept. of Backward Classes and Minorities
Bl Welfare, Govt. of Karnataka. The community was
| Iepresented by Shri. Padmanabha, Secretary of D.K. Jilla
S Balyaya alias Kanisan Mahajana Sangha, Mangalore.
2
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III. Facts

% Balyaya is not included in any of the BC lists. But

Kanisan is included in the State List, Mandal List and

Central List of Backward Classes for Karnataka at the
following entries repespectively:

STATE LIST

"B-62. Kanisan/..Kaniyan

MANDAL LIST

il & B B Kanisan/...Kaniyan"

CENTRAL LSIT

"106. Kanisan/...Kaniyan"

4 . Ihe written representation received from the

and the members of the community use BALYAYA as surname.
But the-Certificate—issuing4Authorities refused to issue

certificate in the name of BALYAYA as the same was not
found in  the Central List of B




OCccupation was Astrology. Some of the members of the
community were engaged in manual labour also. Nearly 90%
Of them were landless and 952 Oof them live in Kuchha
houses. Only 25% of them were literate and only 7 members

were represented in Govt. services against their total
population of about 3200.

0« Balyaya as a synonym‘ Oof the main caste/community

Kaniyan appears in the Venktaswamy Commission Report

cannot be ascertained. Under the head 'Kaniyan', the

Report of Venktaswamy Commission mentions that "Kanisan

B ) 1s a Malayalam corruption of Sanskrit word 'Ganika' which
=) means Astrologer. They have the title Panikka. Panikkas
¥ Y are also known as Asan." According to the State Govt. of

Karnataka, "the Balyaya caste is found-mainly in South

&0 sald that these people have migrated from Kerala State to
! P the border area of Karnataka, i.e South Canara. In 'Tulu'
lmﬁ - the language of South Canara - Baliye means Kavade in
, Kannada and Cowrie in English, by which they practice
pas Astrology. rYractice ' of Astrology is their main
7% (5 1 Occupation, which is also the main occupation of
" Kaniyans." |
i
/.  During the public hearing, Mr. Padmanabha, Secretary
sl SR & ) SR W B 7 Balyaya Alias Kanisan Mahajana Sangha
i (regd. ), Mangalore appeared before the Bench and stated
s, ¥ that they were a community of astrdlogers similar to
= Kaniyans of Kerala. They make predictions by_fusin'g Courie
o (Seé-shell). He also added that women of the caste were
“ 3
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V. Advice of the Commission

9. The Commission considered and agreed in full with the above
Findings of the Karnataka Bench and decided to tender the following
Advice to the Central Government under Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act

1993 for action by the Central Government under Section 9(2) of the
Act: -

"Balyaya" :caste/community be included as a synonym of

"Kanisan/Kaniyan" in the Central List of Backward Classes for
Karnataka as it is Socially Backward.

Note:  Stwi Nauvtej Puadhi,
Hon'le Member of the Commission ~unportunatedy passed away quite suddentiy on
16.06.98 before he could sign this Advice. This is for information and also to explain

why omdy 4 Members of the Commission have stgned the Aduice, which in the
ctrcumstance has to be treated as Aduice. o the Commission.
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