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MEMBER-SECRETARY
NATIONAL COMMISSION

FOR BACKWARD CLASSES

D.0.Case No.WB/5/95/
NOvember 2.,1995

Dear Shri Saxena,

I am sending herewith the unanimous advice of

‘the National Commission for Backward Classes under

-

Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act, 1993, in respect of
""Tanti, Tantubaya" community to be included in the
Central List of Backward Classes for West Bengal, for

necessary action under Section 9(2) of the Act by the

Central Government. -

Yours sincerely,

Encl:As Stated 'gézgjb . L
.0 . KRISHNAN

Shri K.B.Saxena
Secretary

Ministry of Welfare
Shastri Bhavan

- New Delhi

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
NEW DELHI-110 066



HCBC/Advico No.WB/§5/95

—.————_——_—————-————_-——————____ —— — — — —— —

N — — — — TN NN T S— — — — — — — — — ——-———_——————_—-—_———_—-_ — e e e —— — e —

e —— C— —— —— -l-——-—-_—_-———n——_-

'

e The Government of West Bengal, vide letter of
| the JSocretary, Scheduled 'Castes and Tribes Welfare

_'_'—_—_-—-_-

M-6/782(1I)
Commission has, intor-alia, roquostad that "Tanti" bao

includoed in thoe Contral List of Backward Classas for
Wost Bongal.

2 . subsoquontly, thoe Paschim Banga Tantubaya Samaj
Unnayan Samity also mado a roquost sub- stantively to
tho samo offoct, but in thoir roquoast tho name of the

community has beoen given as "Tantubaya(TANTI)."

l—r-—r—-———l—-—-——--—---

2 o Tho Two-Mombor Bonch for Wost Bongal hold a
Public Hoaring at Calcutta on 29th August 1995 ¢to
oxamino this Roquost. It was during this hoaring that

Tantubaya Samaj Unnyan Samity prosontod its' Roquost.

At tho Public Hoaring, tho Stato Govornmont was
roprosontod by tho. Spocial Secrotary, Joint

Commissionor of tho SCs and Tribos Wolfare Daepartmont

ard . Diroctor, Cultural Rosoarch Instituto of West

' Bongal. Shri Kumarosh Chandra Biswas, Acting Socretary,
) '-.\__;:,L,j‘_ar:tubaya Samaj Unnyan Samity roprosontod the Samity
| il |
along with cortain othor mombors of tho Samity.

. 5, KRISHNAN
Seomher Secretary

GreonL U o niniesion ’
ot Mackward Classes




- g The State Government of West Bengal had no list of
Backwafd Classes till after the Supreme Court Judgement
1n the Mandal Case, delivered on 16th November 1992.
For this reason, the Expert Committee on Backward
Classes could not recommend a Central List of B.Cs for
Wwest Bengal as it could do for 14 other States, which
élrﬂady had théir Eespectivc lists of BCs, on the basis

of the principle of commonality, and therefore the

BCs for West Bengal in 1993. The Govt. of West Bengal

issued jts first 1list of Backward Classes by its
Notification No.346-TW/EC

M-6/82(1)
dated 13th July 1994 in the Calcutta Gazette of the
same date, which consisted of 14 entries. The
Government of India, Ministry .of Welfare, by 1its

Notification No.163 dated 19.10.1994, published in the
Gazette of India of 20.10.1994, issued a common list of
OBCs for West Bengal which consisted of the same 14

castes/communities.

6. Nearly a half-year later, the Government of
West Bengal issued its second instalment of Backward
Classes consisting of 12 castes/communities by its
Notification No.705-TW/EC/M-6/82(I) dated 13th December
1994 in the Calcutta Gazette of the same date and after

yet another nearly half-year, its third instalment of 3

castes/communities was issued by its’ Notification
No.370-TW/EC dated 12th May 1995,

M-6/82(1I)

| \ ublished in the Calcutta Gazette of the same date.
E};L:NTICATEDD

"Tanti" is one of the 12 castes/communities included in

-.‘_/ Q\/thr- second State list of Backward Classes issued on
Q/\__._-./ 13th December 1994 |, in respect of whi;ch the State

Government's request was received on 2nd May 1995,
)

5
q. 3. KRISHNAN
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Central Govt. also could not issue a Central list of .
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[ he corresponding entry in the Mandal

Commission's LIist.  of Backward Classes for West Bengal

1S ° as follows: -

169. Tanti, Tantubaya

8, According to the data furnished by the State

Government in the Questionnaire communicated ‘by' the

NCBC, this Community is identified/linked with the

traditional craft of weaving. The State Government has

furnished Some more useful information about the

community., 92% of its adult members are still engaged

iln the traditional ~occupation of weaving. Of the

balance, most i.e. 5% are engaged in magual labour on

daily wage and only 2% and 1% reépectivcly in
cultivation of own land and other
services.,

Occupations like
It is also seen from the State Govt.'s data

that the population of this castae is close to 6 lakhs

And it is thus secen that it is one of the more numerous

Cast~s of backward classes in West Bengal.

9. According to the data furnished by the Samity,
most of the members of tha community, though the
percentage mentioned by the Samity (80%) is slightly
l*ss than the percentage mentioned in the State Govt.'s

data, are engagrd in weaving. Most of thosa who have

been forced out of this Occupation on account of the

ternder mercies of the market are engaged in various
low-paying and strenuous occupations 1like rickshaw-
pulling. They not only pressed their demand for
inclusion in the Central list of backward classes but

were anxious to have the pame Tantubaya also to be

itself this name as a better and more respectable name
%rHENTICATED
\

than the old name to which some pejorative tone has in

A .~lwfa practice come to be attached over time.
s ; ' \ "
( v ) \ Kl

F. 5. KRISH NAN :
Membe¢ S-:crcuty
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10. H.H.Risley. in his ~thnographic glossary entitled
"Tribes and Castes of Bengal" published by Firma
Mukhopadhyay, Ist Edition 1891, Reprint: Calcutta 1981
(Vol.II,PP.295-304) under the Head "Tanti, Tantrabaya,
Tantubaya, Tatwa, Tantwa" describes it as the weaver
caste of Bengal and Behar. The Tantis are one of the
Navshakha group and the diSplaccment of large numbers
of Tantis from "their immemorial profession" of weaving
"by the influx of cheap machine-made goods", has been

noticed by Risley--a trend which has only acquired

greater tempo after Independence and in recent years.

The Bench noted the plight of the displaced Tantis and
the difficulties with which the rest still hold on to
their ¢traditional occupation. Their skills and the
finesse of their work were noted at the beginning of
the 16th century by the Roman Vartomannus(Ludovici
Vartomanni Navigatio, p.259) and a little later by the
Arab author of the "Muhit" in 1554(Journal A.S. of
B~ngal, Vol. v,467).

11. The fall of the weavers has been sketched by
Mr.James Taylor, ' a Former Resident of Dacca(A
Descriptivc and Historical Account of ¢the Cotton
Manufacture of Dacca, in Bengal,1851) ,by Mr. Bolts
(Considerations, part i, 193) and by Edmund Burke
(Burke's Works, Bohn's edition, 1iv, 73 p.303). From
Ltheir “accounts, it is possible to trace the cruelty

inflicted on weavers beginning from the times of Siraj-

ud-daulah (1756-57). In the British period,Risley
traces "the first decline" to what he calls "the
rapacity of the ‘'banyans' and gomastas", and  the

British Chiefs of Dacca like Thomas Kelsall whose

t{"I‘mCATEDdtr'oczty on a weaver Shri Krishna Pal Kumar:is an

instance recorded vividly. Another Chief of Dacca, Mr.
Rouse has depicted in a letter written by him and cited

by Burke in the followineg words:

N
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State Government in this direction and prompting them ...

to do so in the future

Suggested to the State
this

cases. The Bench has also

representatives to look into

asp~ct and add this synonym in thrjrrlfsb.

—--_-—-—_——_————_—_——-—-

135 The Bench found that '"Tanti, Tantubaya" has been

arnd continues to be socially backward and is linked

with ¢the traditional craft of weaving. Weaving is a

traditional artisanal craft which is one. of the

OCcupations referred to in Para 7 of the Procedural

clarification on Guidelines and
"A.SOCIAL,Item No.2(e)™

covered by

of the Commission's Guidelines

for Consideration of Requests for Inclusion and

Complaints of under-inclusion in the Central List of

Other Backward Classes. This 1is part of the "Fast

Track" ' designed by the Commission.This caste

urndoubtedly qualifies to be irncluded in the Central

List of Backward Classes. The entry in the Central List

should be "Tanti, Tantubaya" and not merely "Tanti",

8. DR R .

| B ok T o : D L
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-~ The Commission considered and agreed in full
With the Findings of the West Bengal Bench and decided

to tender the following Advice to the Government as per
Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act, 1993:-

b, S, KRISHNAN
R‘J\c her S:cietaiy .’

ationul (50"",?;""'0“ "Tanti, Tantubaya" be included in the Central List
for Neckward Clesses

' of Backward Classes for West Bérgal.
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