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NCBC Advice No. 1O Orissa/96 25.6.1996
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Dear Shri Saxena,
I : : ' )
I

, 1 am sending herewith the unanimous Advice of' the
National Commission for Backward Classes under Section

9(1l) of the NCBC Act, 1993 in respect of "Saraka/Saraka

Tant1" for including it in the Central List of Backward

Classes for Orissa, for necessary action under Section

9(2) of:the Act bﬁ?tqp ﬁ?ptral Government .
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Shri K.B. 'Saxena
Secretary.;
Ministry of Welafare
Shastri ‘Bhavan
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NATIONAL'COMMISSION IFOR BACKWARD CLASSES

ORLISSA BENCII

Inc-lusi:on of SARM(A/SARM(A TANT]_i caste/community’ in
thé'Ce?tral OBC list for Orissa.

The Chairmdn Hon'ble Justice R.N.Prasad and Hon'bio
Prof. D.L. Sheth who constitute the NCBC Bench for

Orissa, held sittings at Bhubaneshwar for hearing in
! .

respect of some cases of Orissa on 3rd April, 1995
and c:>r1F that occasion Shri Arakshita Debata,
éecretary, Maniabandha Boudha Sangha, District
Cuttack alongwith several other Membcrs of the
Saraka;caste/community personally appeéred before
the Bench and made over a petition requesting for
inclusion of the Saraka cach/communl Cy 1in the
Central OBC 1list. He also filed photocopy of
settlement Patta and some other documents in order Lo
3upport the claim that the Saraka caste/community g5
a backward communily in the Stale of Orissa. 'l'hov
submitted that members of this commun i Ly constitutl

a minority following Buddist religion.

Thé Sar:aka caste was not included in the State list of
Orissa which was notified on the basis of Justice
N.K.Das Commission Report in 1993. Consequently ic:
did not also find place in the Central OBC list for

Orissa which was noLllled 1n Lhe Gazetto of India

‘daLed 20th October 1994 " In view of this the members

of this community who appeared before the Bench on
the. 3rd of April, 1995 were advised to take stops
tirst for gétting enlisted in the State OBC list foro
Orissa andffhereafter to approach the N.C.B.C fourvu
inistmént 1n the Central OBC list. However in the

meantimlé they were asked to send the filled-i:p
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Questionnaire to the NCBC and this has been done. 'The
Pért—I of the Questionnaire filled-up by the State
v

Government has also been received.

The;Oriséa Bench consisting of HOn‘ble Justice

R.N. Prasad Chairman and Hon'ble Prof. D.L.Sheth,
Member had SlLLlngS for hearing on 4th January, 1996
at Bhubaneshwar and 5th January, 1996 at Dhenkenal.
The representatives of the community appeared before
the Ben@h at Bhubaneshwar on the 4th January, 19906
arjxd also :a't Dhenkenal on 5th January, 1996. T'he Stale
Govt of Orissa was represented - by 1its Director
dealing with other Backward Classes Mf. Chdpdhari.
At the éimé of hearing the Members of the community
pfoduced before the Bench Notification No.25958/W
dated 9th October, 1995 of the Govt of Orissa which
shows +that the State Govt after accepting the
recommendation of the Orissa State Commission for
Backward Classes has 1ncluded Saraka & Saraka Tanti
at S1.No.50 of the Orissa State OBC list. It was
submitted before the Bench that the 5tate Commission
after detailed and extensive inquiry recommended for
the'inéiusion of the SARAKA community in the Statc
OBC list and it would only be.just and proper that the
communi Lty - with  1Ts rsynonym Saraka Tanti 1s also

imecluded 'in. the Central. OBLC List.

Part—I?of the Questionnaire filled-up by‘the state
Govt supplies only information of general nature
relating to total population of the State, overall
LiTeracy rzité, employment etc. It also provide some
Specifiﬁ information about SC & ST in the State of
(nn sa but no spccilic information haslmmm1cnmmn1Ln
respeCH of any OBC community lncludlng the Saraka
caste ;. and LS SYynonym. The Stato———HL:0oV

reprosqntétivem presenl abt - -Lhe, Cime . ol STLTR AR W ETE
submitted that since there has been no castewilsc

survey or census, the State Govit was not in o
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position to supply any specific information about

any OBC caste/community. . Part-I1I &N the

Queslionnaire has been Fillod up by Shri Avakshila

Debata'aforesaid and 1t gives relevant informaticn
about 'the Saraka caste. According to it the
population of the SARAKA caste/communit); in the
State of Orissa is little more than 10,000 and the
Members" of the conﬁnunity are concentrated in the

Dlstrlcts of Cuttack, Balassore, Khurda and Puri and

all these persons are Buddlst by religion. .It has

i
also been stated +therein that Members of this

communlty are engaged in their traditional and
heredltary occupatlon of weaving cloth with age old
1lm]_:l>leme_nts and as such .the work is based on manual
labour . It has also been stated that even women and
chlldren have to- parL1c1paLo 1n the wecaving wo rk LI
order to cnablo the famlly earn its livelihood. The
Questlonnalre also States that about .95% members bf

this ' communltt:y are still engaged in  their

~traditional work of weaving and dyeing cloth and that

Lhe c:oni:htmi Ly has not becen able so far to have any
representative in the Assembly. It was pointed oul

durin'c_:] the hearing that the Saraka is an old Buddhist

community of Orissa, engaged in weaving. T'he namo

Saraka frlis derived from the term ' Sravaka, meaning
those who heard preachings of Lord Buddha and became
Buddhlst At the time of hearing it was also
submltted that there are only a few educated persons
amongst Lhe communlty nembers. I'he Questionnaire
mentions that on the basis of the figures of 1994,

there are only 17 graduates and out of Matriculate
only lO are female matriculates. It was also stated

that most of the families reside in Kachcha houses

which is indi calive ol Lheir low economic L(wol 11
was pointed out that so far information is availablo
there are not Class-I or Class-2 officers nor any
E_Jocltor,' Lawyer or Engincer amonst the Saraka/Saralk
Tanti caste. It was also submitted at the time o

hearinqi that the SARAKA TANTI is jusl synonym Of
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SARAKA a;ld all the members are doing the same work o

_ weaving;‘

8o e

Tllle representatlves who appeared at the -time of

hearlng.produced before the Bench, certificates from

_i the Sarpancha of several Gram.  Panchayats and

| T officers of some Weaving Cooperative Societies which
show that the members of the SARAKA Cemmunity aroe
engaged in their traditional occupation of weaVan‘
and are members of Weavers Cooperative SOCICLlCa.
Members"_of other communities who were present at tho
time of hearing supported the claim of the
SARAKA/SARAKA TANTI caste Dbeing socially and
educatlonally.a very backward community engaged in
the herec}itary occupation of weaving and that SARAKA
and SARAKA TANTI are just synonyms of each other and

~on that account‘ have been i1ncluded by the State Govt

'.at Sl. No. 50 of the Orissa State 0BC list?

Gr . | -
«1nding: On the basis of the materials on record the Bench on

o be'ing ,sa't;:isfied gives 1ts finding that the SARAKA AND

' SARAKA'TANTI are synonym of each other and that the

mombers of thesc castes are socially, educationally

and cconomically very backward and Lholr
; _representation in the services is grossly
' : :
- » 1nadequate The Bench therefore Eecommends that-

SARAKA and SARAKA TANTI be 1ncluded 1n the Central
OBC 1lst for Orissa.

| gt @ ! ' . % . B = .
. ,- ( / ) ' ' . - & ?
1' , m_-__“ SR Ve > S / [ /. | ; ; . @\’/

Prrcitond]
(PROF: D.L. SHETH) g (JUSTICE R.N.PRASAD)

| Member o Chairman
| ' 11 |
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Advice No.ORISSA710/96

COMMISSION

"SARAKA Y SARAKA TANTI "

'l R.N.PRASAD)
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= terms of Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act 1993:-
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The Commission considered the findings of the Orissa Bcnc,h
in respect of the SARAKA/SARAKA I'ANTI caste/community and being in
e, 0 L PR 4 5 0 1 | aggrement tendeys the following ADVICE to the Govt of INdia in

The Caste SARAKA/SI\RAKA TANTI Dbe added 1in the CenL ral list’

. of Backward C]asaes for Orissa as given below:
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