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MEMBEH-SECF’!ETARY
NATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR BACKWARD CLASSES
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
NEW DELHI - 110 066

DO NCBC Advice No. 6 Chandigarh/98 792, 09, 1998

Dear Shri Manavalan,

I am sending herewith the Advice of the National
Commission £for pacwkard Classes under Section o(1) of

the NCBC Act, 1993 for
caste/community in the Central List 0

for the Union Territory of

| authenticated, for necessary action by the Central
Goverment under Section 9(2) of the Ack.
" With this, Advices on 366 castes, sub-castes,

synonyms €tcC. have been tendered to the Government DYy

.. ~ the Commission, after its reconstitution i 1997, 0f
‘ which 365 are still pending with the Government for

| Notification.

!
Yours sincerely

o(é 5*\“

ol /LE—«SH"KR-I SHNAN)

Encl: As stated.

Shri D.K. Manavalan,

Secretary
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Shastri Bhavan
NEW DELHI
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i FINDINGS

fer_Shri P.S}Krishnan, Member-Secretary

Case: Request for 1Inclusion of Mair Ra jput,

Sunar, Swarnakar in the Central List of
Backward Clasaes for Chandlgarh

1 Reguest

- Shri Pawan Kumar Verma, General-Secretary, Mair
Rajput Sabha, Mair Rajput Bhavan No. >, Sector 24-C,
Chandigarh has made 4 Request to this Commission for
Inclusion of 'Mair Rajput, Sunar, Sowarnakar' in the Central
List of Backward Classes for Chandigarh.

.1!
!

Z .

A 2-Member Bench of the Comm1551on consisting of Shr1
.S, Krlbhnan Hon'ble Member- -Secretary, NCBC and Shr1

| +°
NavteJ Puadhi, Hon'ble Member, NCBC held a Public Hedrlng

in respect of this Request at Chandigarh on 20. 07. 1998

At the Public Hearing, the Chandigarh UT Administration de

reprebented by Shri Prithi Chand, Director, Social Welfar_e
and other officers.

T'he community was represented by Shri
Pawan Kumar Verma who has made the Request and S/Shr1

Harchand Singh Dilber, S. Harbajan Singh, S.Avtar Singh and
stated to be the

'Swarnakar' community

Chandigarh.
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the Mandai
handigarh
Sunar

both the

concerning

| Irrespective of their caste
1dentities. For this feason, the letter of Request further
States, the 'eal clasg of S
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‘traditionally associated with this profession but "later on

had to give up this profession due to multifarious reasons

and entered into other professions/service to earn

livelihood '

educationally and economically as well'", are deprived c;:;f

and are "still backward, socially,

the benefits available to Backward Classes. It is also
stated in the Request that in ancient times about 90% of
the members of the Sunar/Swarnakar community used to eafin
their 1livelihood by doing their traditional professién
relating to making gold and silver ornaments, but when the
prices of gold shot up, most of the real Sunars/Swarnakars
had to join petty jobs outside their actual sphere of wofk
and a few had ' to Join as labour for the big/leading
Swarnakars who are from other castes, winding up their own
business of making gold/silver ornaments. When the Gold
Control Act came into existence in 1962 mbst of the
Sunars/Swarnakars were affected and became unemployed:

There was no other option for them but to join small petty

Jobs of-Class III or IV and some of them had even preferred

to work as labourers. The advanced technologies in making

gold/silver ornaments had been adopted by about ten percent

~of the real '"Sunar/Swarnakars', but- even they are now

working for big Sarafs/Traders on pdyment basis. It I1s

also stated that Sunar/Swarnakar community has got a number
of sub-caste/gotra names such as Soni, Jargar, Shlenh
Karwal, Sur, Jaure, Dhunne, Kande etc. etc. f%
|

D & 'Daula, Soni Barderi/Soni'" are included in the
Chandigarh Administration's List of Backward Classes ét
entry no. 60, but these are also not included in the flrst-
phase Central List of BCs for Chandigarh as they are not

included in the Mandal List and therefore did not satlsfy
the criterion of commonality. .?

6. In the NCBC's Questionnaire filled up and furnished
by Shri Pawan Kumar Verma, it is stated that this
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identified with the traditional craft of Goldsmithy, The
main occupations on . which the membérs of the community
mainly depend for their livelihood at present is given as

"Goldsmith, cycle repair, watch repair, stove repaif,

engaged in their traditional OCCupation of Goldsmithy.
Literacy rate of the community is given in the

Questionnaire as 50%. 40% of the families of the community

80% of the members dreé engaged 1in the traditional
OCCupation . of manufacturing gold/silver ornaments. In
response to specific queries from the Bench, they asserted
that. only a few of the members of their community own

really makers of ornaments using their own lébour. They do
not employ persons of other castes/communities in. the
manufacture of ornaments, They also stated that they uiée

E

il
8. Denzil Ibbetson (Punjab Castes, Low Price
Publications, Delhi, first published 1916 based on thjé
Census of the Panjab carried out in 1881 by Ibbetsgn
himself) refers to '"Mair' as g Rajput tribe. As he wrifés
under the head "The Rajput Tribes of the Salt-range -- The
Kahut and Mair'", "they most probably belong to the group of

Rajput or quasi-Rajput tribes who hold the hills on elther
bank of the Jahlam, "




l
published 1919) under the head '"Mair" while referring to

the above observation of Ibbetson wrltes that {ig

r'ﬁut now they give the following account of

themselves:-~-- Mair, they say, was one of their remote

ancestors; they are really Minhas Rajputs (Minhas being i_af
word denoting agrieultural pursuits, applied to Rajputs :.
who took to agriculture) and that they are Dogras like the
Maharajas of Kashmir."(F.N.-- This 1is confirmed by the
Rajputs of the country round Jammu, who say that ;n
offshoot of the Surajbanshi Rajputs wds a clan now called’
Minhasi, who degraded themselves by taking to agrlculture_
and are therefore cut off from the privileges of Rajputs).

' | f
Rose under the head '"Sunar, Sunara, Suniar, Suniare;
Suniari, Suniar'" also refers to "Mair" as one of the two
main sub-castes of the Sunars who are '"The goldsmith
caste". He observes that "The Mair claim to be Ma;ir
Rajputs, of Rajputana, who took to working as goldsmiths"
He further writes that the Mair sub-caste of Sunars "at‘e_
confined to the Punjab proper, and are not found settled in
Kulu or Dera Ismail Khan". . = ¥
iﬁ
9. When during the Public Hearing the Bench 1nv1ted
the attention of the representdtlves of the community to
the fact that the name Mair Rajput denotes a Rajput trlbe
and its inclusion in the list of BCs can give scope for
possible misuse of the entry by some members of the Raqut
community, the representatives of the caste including Shrl

Pawan Kumar Verma who has made the original Request said
that they do not insist on the inclusion of 'Mair Rajput'
but Sunar and Swarnakar need to be included in the LlSt

Shri Pawan Kumar Verma also formally withdrew his Request
for Inclusion of Mair Rajput and submitted a fresh letter
seeking the Inclusion of only Sunar, Swarnakar in the
Central L1st of BCs for Chdndlgarh The representatives

BB




OE 2t he UT  Admi

Stated that
Inclusion of

Sunar/Swarnakar Community
consideration of g ”Permanent body! COnstituted b
Administration for the

Requests,
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V. Advice of the Commission . ; fu;

tender the following Advice to the Central Government under
Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act, for necessary action by the
Central Government under Section 9(2) of the Act: F

i:..
Sunar/Swarnakar be included in the Central List | of

Backward Classes for the Union Territory of Chandlgarh at
entry no. 55, as follows: '

i
"55. Sunar/Swarnakar" i:

i,
!

I 5 P - On account of the unfortunate demise of one:of
the Members Shri Navtej Puadhi on 16.8. 98, this unanlmous

Adv1ce of “the Commission does not bear the 51gnature of

that Member. The validity of the Advice, notw1thstand1ng

the vacancy caused by the demise of the a'foresaid Member

1S protected by Section 7 of the NCBC Act, 1993, it




