("
e -fa
VIS Nes aif g

HINC XD
Frgz-5, Wrrmht T R, T e - 9900t
g wind N
: - Member - Secrelary

4. U, HFWT | mb,

b 7 : Natiomal Commission for Backward Classes
P, S KRISHNAN Government of india _‘ s
TEL. © 6183190 Trikoot - 1, Bhikaiji Cama Place, New Delhi - 110 066

NCBC Advice No. U.P. 87/99 | 17.05.1999

Dear Smt. Das,

for Backward Classes under Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act for the

Inclusion of "Sain" as a shjﬁnonym of Nai caste/community in the
Central List of Backward Classes for Uttar Pradesh, ' duly

authenticated, for necessary action by the Central Government under
Section 9(2) of the NCBC Act.

Yiurs sincerely

: / ‘5'7 ;1 C !
i | o B B s

( ~(P.S5.KRISHNAN)

Encl: As stated.
- D

Smt. Asha Das
Secretary to Govt. of India

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Shastri Bhavan

NEW DELHI
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gNCBC Advice No.UP 87/99

.

National Commission for Backward Classes

U.P. Bench

Findings

Case: - ‘Request rIor inclusion of "Sain’; céste/community as a
synonym of 'Nai' in the Central List of Backward Classes
for Uttar Pradesh. -

Per Justice P.K. Shyamsundar, Chairperson
| A Reguesf |

This case arises from the Reqdest received in this Commission
rrom Mr. A. Sami Salmani, A-2/182, Sector-III, Ambedkar Nagar, New
Delhi-110 062 for inclusion of 'Sain' as a synonym of 'Nai' in the

Central List of Backward Classes for Uttar Pradesh.

II. Public Hearing

& The three-Member Bench of the Commission consisting of Hon'ble
Chairperson, Justice P.K. Shyamsundar, Hon'ble Members Shri Sahu
Aksha)lra Bhai and Shri U.P. Singh held a Public Hearing at Allahabad
on 24.02.99 to examine the Request for inclusion of 'Sain' in the
Central List of Backward Classes for Uttar Pradesh. The State
Government was represented by ohri H.S. Yadav, Special Secretary,
- Backward Classes Welfare Department. The_caste/coqmunity was
represented by Shri Surendra Kuﬁar Sain and Shri Om Dé;t Mukhiya
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1Lll. FACLS
3. The relevant entries in the different lists are as follows:
i) + State List : "55.Hajjam (Nai)"

ii) Mandal List "95.Hajjam (Nai)"

iii) Central List "53.Hajjam (Nai),

Salmani, Nai"

4. In the réquest, it has been stated that in "Nai Biradri"
caste/community there are many ﬂdoctors, engineers, Hakims,
teéchers, businessmen and ﬁair stylists who dislike the word Nai
bei'ng employed to indicate. their caste. It has been therefore

demanded that like other Biradaries the surname of Muslim Nai as

'Sélhani' and for Hindu Nai as 'Sain' should be introduced in the

Central List of Backward Classes.

Bt Ethographic literature brings out the fact that Hajjam and Nai
are fhe names of the caste which is associated with the service of
hair-cutting. Under the title "Nai, Nao, Mhali, Hajjam, Bhandari,
Mangala" Russell & Hira Lal ("The Tribes and Castes of the Central

Provinces of India") have .described "Nai" Caste as follows:-

"Nai, Nao, Mhali, Hajjam, Bhandari, Mangala - The o'cifcupational
caste of barbers. The name is said to be derived from the Sanskrit

napita, according to some a corruption of snapitri, one who
IrrEs A lED
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W. Crooke ("The Tribes and castes of the North-Western India”
Vol-IV) accounts "Nai" caste under the title "Nai, Nao, Nau" as

follows :-

"Nai, Nao, Nau - ( Sanskrit napita, according to some a
corrupt;i.on o‘f snapitri, "one who bathes") the Hindu barber caste. In
Bundeikhand he is also known as Khawas which was a title for the
attendant on a grandee; and Birtiya or "he that gets his maintenance
(vritti) from his constitutents." When he is a Muhammadan he usually
calls himself rHajjam', whic’hnmeans in Arablc " a sacrificer.” 1t is
curious that the Nai, who is the great gossip-monger of the
cpuntryside; has soO littlg in the way of traditions about his own
caste.... The tribal saint of barbérs is Sen or Sain Bhagat, whose
name according to Muhammadan tradition was really Husain. He is said
tp}have been a resident of Partabpura, a village in the Phillaur

Tahsil of Jalandhar District......

....... At the last Census the barbers were enumerated in a Hindu
and Muhammadan branch...Thus to the east of the Province we find the
Sri’bastab, Kanaujiya, or "residents of Western Bengal;" Audhiya or
Awadhiya from Ajudhya; Magahiya from Magadha or Bihar; Byahta who
pride themselves on prohibiting widow-marriage and taking only

virgin brides (byahta), and Musalmani which is another term for the

H@.JJam- .} 3 "

6. At the Public Hearing, we were told that the Nai community has

5

6pted for more dignified names like "Salmani" among Mohammedans and

"Sain" among Hindus and it is their desire to be known by these names,

wht%is;?ular in almost all the North Indian States. The fact that
l
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Hindu Nais are also being called "Sains" is endorsed by H.A. Rose ( A

Glossary ot the Tribes and Castes of Punjab and North-West Frontier

Province, Asian Educational Service, New vpelhl, 1990 . first

published 1919 ) as under:

"The cults of the Nais are in essentials much like those of the
other artisan castes. In Hissar the Hindu Nais both of the Banbheru
and Gola sub-castes worship Sain Bhagat, who has a great temple at
Bhawani. Originally a Banbherﬁ, Sain used to wait daily on the ruler
of the State, but one day he was'busy in entertaining fagirs and could
not go to the palace, SO Bhagwah assumed his form and attended to the
King, whose leprosy was cured by his toﬁch. Sihce then Sain has been
the Ehagat or saint of the ba;‘bers. One of the fagirs, his gquests,
furthex_‘ bade him ask for anything he desired, so Sain begged that a
refect‘ory might be opened among his caste-fellows in his name,

whence the proverb: Sain bhagat Ki hari, Bhuki rahe na

Aghari .. 2"

y At the Public Hearing the representatives of the caste stated
that f-he caste 'Nai' is already included in the Central List of
Backward Classes for U.P. They stated that the members of the caste
in Ghaziabad, Meerut, Muzaffar Nagar districts of the U.P State are
known as 'Sains'and therefore requested that 'Sain' should be

included as a synonym of Nai. When they were asked by the Bench,

‘whether they g*et Backward Class certificates, they stated that they

had no difficulty in getting certificates as Nai but they want to be
enlisted as 'Sain' in the Central List of Backward Classes. When they

were asked, whether 'Sain' is a sub-caste of Nai, they replied that

Sain is only Riﬁg?eit@?ﬁcﬁﬂbted by the members of Nai caste in

Wi 133

iembar N erary
Nattin ] i rn1ssion

— ke i bisde vl L S o - : ‘ WS
_ "llor .L.-.ft---."-. . - u‘--' LIEIESPS =g e



2)

/ S"-

Punjab, Haryana and Western region of Uttar Pradesh and in Haryana
and Punjab Sain has been included in the 1list of Backward

Classes.

The representatives of the State Government informed that Sain
has not been'included in the State List as a synonym of Nai. The Bench
inter alia pointed out that the title 'Sain' is also adopted by some
forward castes members of Bengali community of the U.P. State and
therefore suggested that 'Sain"'can be included as "Nai-Sain" so that
the entry is not misused by any other castes using the title 'Sain'’',
but the mebers of”the 'Sain' c6mmunity demurred.

8. The National Commission for Backward Classes has tendered
Advices I_in respect of Sain/Sein-as a synonym of Nai for inclusion in

the Central list of Backward Classes for the following States:-

o>l .NO. No. of Advice Name of the State Name of the
& date Caste
k. ; NCBC Advice No. Haryana Hajjam, Nai,
18/Haryana/97 _ _ Sain
dt.11-7-97
i NCBC Advice No. Madhya Pradesh Nai (Sein
14/MP /98 Savita, Shrivas)
dt. 10-03-98
3 NCBC Advice No. Punijab Nai, Sain
7/Punjab/98 ‘
dt. 28-09-98
4, : NCBC Advice No. Rajasthan - Nai, Sain
31/Rajasthan/98 = "
dt.28-09-98
D é NCBC Advice No. West Bengal Salmani and Sain
WB/51/99
d.t . 17"03"?_9_‘ L e A —pa ¢ ¥
AUT.




IV. Findings

9. From the foregoing ethnographic and other material, it is
apparent that Hindu Nals are also called as "Sains". At the public
hearing, we‘were_told.that Sain 1s a dignified name adopted by the
Hindu Nais and this name 1s popular in the State of Uttar Pradesh as
also in the neighbouring States ofiMadhya Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab

and Rajasthan.

10. In a similar case of request for inclusion of 'Sain' as a synonym
of Nai for Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab, this Commission, after
enquiry, had téndered its Advice t9 the Central Government
recommending the Inclusion of Sain as a synonym of Nai in the Central

List of" Backward Classes for Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Punijab,

Rajastfha"n and West Bengal. In this view of the matter, we think that

"Sain" should also be included as a synonym of "Nai" in the Central
List of Backward Classes for Uttar Pradesh. Inclusion of Synonyms of
a caste/community'already'included in the Central List of Backward
Classes have been covered by pare 9 of the Procedural Clarifications
on the éuidelines for Consideration of Requests for Inclusion and
Complaints of under-Inclusion in the Central List of Backward
Classes formulated by the Commission. Therefore, Sain should be
included as a synonym of Nai at entry No.53 of the Central List of
-Backward Classes for Uttar Pradesh{'so that the amended entry will
now read as follows: . |

"53.Hajjam(Nai), Salmani, Nai, Sain(Nai)"

/H;x* ﬁf53-§EGmFY&T§>, QWFNW?H"FM g é}a-wagjv
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V. Advice of the Commission
—=r ot . tile Lommlission

following Advice to the Central Government under Section 9(1) of the

NCBC Act, 1993 'for action by the Central Government under Section

9(2) of the Act:-

"Sain" as a synonym of 'Nai' caste/community be included in the

"53.Hajjam(Nai), Salmani, Nai,Sain(Nai)"

'53. &= (ond), ool g R (g )"

does not bear the signature of that Member. The validity of the
Advice notwithstanding the vacancy caused by the demise of the

aforesaid Member, is protected by Section 7 of the NCBC Act,
1993.
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