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NCBC Advice No.WB/26/97
August 27,1997

Dear Shri Baksi,

I am sending herewith the Advice of the National Commission for
Backward Classes under Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act 1993 regarding requests
for inclusion of '"Chitrakar' caste of West Bengal in the Central List of
Backward Classes for West Bengal for necessary action under Section 9(2) of

the Azt by the Central Government.
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Yours sincerely,

Encl: As étated /{f u"
ey .

(P.S.KRISHNAN)
Shri K.K.Baksi
Secretary
Ministry of Welfare s
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Shastri Bhavan
New Delhi-110001




NCBC advice No.WB/26/97

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACKWARD CLASSES
WEST BENGAL BENCH

FINDINGS

Per Shri U.P. Sing'h, Hon'ble Member

CASE: Request for inclusion of "Chitrakar" in the Central list

of Backward Classes for West Bengal.

Request

1. The Government of West Bengal, vide letter of the
Secretary, Scheduled Castes and Tribes Welfare Department
No.453-TW/EC/M-6/82(i), dated 27.12.1996 to the Commission has

interailia, requested that "Chitrakar" be included in the Central

list of Backward Classes for West Bengal.

Public Hearing

- The two-Member West Bengal Bench of the Commission

consisting of Hon'ble Shri U.P. Singh and Shri Sahu Akshya B'hai
held a Public hearing *'kat Calcutta on the 28th June, 1997 to
examine this Request. 'g"FHon'ble Member of the Commission Shri
Navtej Puadhi also joined the Bench. At the Public hearing, the
State Covernment was represented by Dr. U.K. Ray, Secretary,
Government of West Bengal, Scheduled Caste and Tribal Welfare',

Department and Dr. M.K. Choudhary, Director, Cultural Research

Institute, Calcutta. The community was represented by Shri

- Praful Chitrakar.
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Facts

3. . The State GCovernment of West Bengal had no list of
Backward Classes till after the Supreme Court Judgement in the
Mandal case, delivered on 16th November, 1992. For this

reason, the Expert committee on Backward Classes could not, on -

the basis of the principle of commonality, recommend a Central
List of Backward Classes for West bengal as Iit could do for 14
other States, which already had their ‘respective lists of
Backward Classes, and therefore the Central GCovernment also

could not issue a Central List of Backward Classes for West
Bengal in 1993. The Government of West Bengal issued its first

list of Backward Classes by its Notification No. 346-TW/EC ,
M-6/82(1)

dated 13th July, 1994 in the Calcutta Cazette of the same date,
which consisted of 14 ~entries. The Government 'of India,
Ministry of Welfare, by its Notification No.163, dated 19.10.1994,
published in the GCazette of India of 20.10.1994, issued a common

list of OBCs for West Bengal which consisted of the same 14

i

Castes/Communities.

4, The Covernment of West Bengal issued its second instalment
of Backward Classes consisting of 12 castes/communities by its

Notification No.705-TW/EC/M-6/82(1), dated 13th December, 1994
in the Calcutta Gaggtte of the same date and its third inst_alment
of 3 caste's/ciommunities was issued by its Notification No.370-
TW/EC/ M-6/82(1), dated 12th May, 1995, published in the
Calcutta GCazette of the same date. The State Government has

also issued a fourth instalment of 9 Backward Classes by its

Notification No.1179-TW/EC/ M-6/82(1), dated Ist December, 1995,

i
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By

i pUbl Ished I n the Calcutta Cazette of the same date and

fifth instalment of 6 Backward Classes by its Notification

No. 183-TW/M-6/82(1), dated 8th March, 1396.

5. "Chitrakar" is one of the 6 castes/communities
included in the fifth State list of Backward Classes issued
on 8th March, 1996. |In respect of Chitrakar State

Government's request was received on 27th December,1996.

6. The correspondihg entry in the Mandal Commission's
l]ist of Backward Classes for West Benaal i1s as follows:~-

'y6 Chitrakar®

HYQ ﬁﬂr{"
7 The "Chitrakar" Caste/community i S largely
concentrated in the districts of Hooghly, Howrah,

Burdwan,Bankura, Birbhum, Midnapur, Murshidabad, North and
South 24~-Parganas. They consider themselves socially

backward and educationally backward.

8. The questionnaire furnished by the State Government
and received on 27.12.1996 gives "Drawing/Painting on
Earthe2n, Image making and Paintings on clothes and papers"”
as the main ?CCUpatiOn of this Caste/community.. It is aiéo

seen from the questionaire that their labour is non-

agricultural mainly involving in other occupétions |l i ke aay
"ENTIC ATED . . . ' =
: - labour, Rickshaw pullgqg, Hawking, Vending etc.
.h‘r: . | vy
b.<-\< ‘Q_”_ 9 H.H.Risley in his book "The Tribes and Castes of
¢ , : ~ |
‘f}- _,##,ffff#f“'Bengal-Ethnographic Glossary" (Firma Mukhopadhyay,
!!;lthﬂﬁhhﬂhl Calcutta: India, lSBl,Voil, P.206 Ist editfon,Calcutta
mf"-".;' * SRR Y P
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AV mission

’.Ba'ck watd Clzasgses

1891),Stated about "Chitrakar"-"a painter synonym for

Patua,-a painter- a préfession followed by Acharji,Canak,
[
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Sutradhar and other low castes."
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10. Among these COmmunities, the "Sutradhar"

caste/community
has already been

included in the Central List

of Backward
Classes for West Bengal at entry No.11,

v Findings

IT.  From the
"Chitrakar"

and

S Notification. The

EiENTIC ATED

\ \t&/ should pe available fmﬁ? the date from which the reservation for

was after enquiry,

ks

into effect, j.e.
“ RISHNAN 19.10.1994, Ther‘efore, in this as well as in ajj other cases it
NI
ﬁh ".rhl-”:',f‘,c;,;:qion s necessary to Specify that the notification takes effect from the
1§ N e -
H* wiard C lBSSES :




.#Chltrakaru be

effect from 19.10.1994"

Backward Classes

: G
[M“;ﬁ)&\[\?”— /-“,-"?‘ ) Z,_),.},)( %

L

. il 55 fo> .0
Mg JENTICATED P




