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NEW DELHI-110 066
02. 02. 1998

. Section 9(1) of the
1993 for inclusion of 'Pallav Gope, Ballav

Gope, Yadav Gope, Gope, Ahir and Yadav' asg s

fads ynonyms of
the €X18ting entry 'Goala—-Gope' in the Central L)i,st of
Backward Classes for West Bengal, for flécessary action
the Central Government under Section 9(2) of the Act
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NCBC Advice No. West Bengal A7 /97

Case: Request for inclusion of "Goala-Gope, Pallav Gope,

Ballav Gope, Yadav Gohpe, Gope, Ahir and Yadav"

castes/communities in the Central List of Backward
Classes for West Bengal.

Per Shri U.P. Singh; Member

L e Reguest

This case arises from the Requests received in this
Commission from the following: -

i) Shri  Bajradhari  Ghosh, P, Kamarpukur, Distt.
Hooghly, West Bengal,

ii) sShri K.C. Kapas, Secretary, All India Yadav Mahasabha,

Calcutta, and,

1ii) Shri Netai  Pada Ghosh, President, Bangiya Yadav
Mahasabha, Calcutta.

for inclusion of "Goala-—Gopé ' Pallav Gope, Ballav Gope,
Yadav Gope, Gope, Ahir and Yadav" in the Central List of
Backward C'lasses for West Bengal. The 1information in the
NCBC's Questionnaire was furnished by Shri K.C. Kapas,
General Secretary, All India Yadav Mahasabha, Calcutta.

b
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& -:The two-Member Bench of the Commission for West
Bengal consisting of Hon'ble Members, Shri U.P. Singh and
Shri Sahu Akshay Bhai, held a Public Hearing at Calcutta on
22.9.1997 to examine the Requests in respect of "Pallav

% Gope, Ballav Gope, Yadav Gope, Gope,' Ahir and Yadav"only.
The Bench made it known to the representatives of the

‘ caste/community that the "Goala, Gope" has already been

included in the Central List of Backward Classes for West

Bengal at entry No. 3. Then the representatives of the
community agreed and pressed for inclusion of the "Pallav
Gope, Ballav Gope, Yadav Gope, Gope, Ahir ‘and Yadav"
caste/c‘ommunity as synonym of the exfisting entry "Goala,
Gope". At the Public Hearing the State Govt. was represented
by Shri S.B. Mondal, Special Secretary, Scheduled Castes &
Tribes Welfare Department, Calcutta, Shri M.K. Chaudhary,
Director, Cultural and Research Institute, Calcutta and Shri
Amit Kumar Dutta, Deputy Director, Scheduled Castes & Tribes
Welfare Department, Calcutta. The community was represented
by Shri Prangobinda Ghosh, Secretary, Bangiya Yadav
Mahasabha, Calcutta, Shri K.cC. Kapas, Secretary and Shri
Bajradhari -Gosh, Member, All India Yadav Mahasabha, Distt.

Hooghly, West Bengal.

IIT FACTS
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of the principle of commonality, recommend a Central List of
Backward Classes for West Bengal as it could do for‘l4 other
States, which already had their respective lists of Backward
Classes, ‘and therefore the Central Govt. also could not
issue a Central List of Backward Classes for West Bengal in
1993. The Govt. of West Bengal issued its first list of
Backward Classes by its Notification No. 346-TW/EC/M-6/82

date, which consisted of 14 entries ‘including "Goala-Gope"

at entry No. 1l. The Government of 1India, Ministry of
Welfare, by its Notification No. 163 dated 19.10.1994,

including "Goala, Gope" at entry No. 3. The Govt. of West

Bengal issued Notification No. 346-TW/EC/M-6/82 (I) dated

13th July, 1994 thereby substituting the entry made at No.
11 which reads as follows:

11, "Goala-Gope (Pallav Gope, Ballav Gope, Yadav Gope,
Gope, Ahir and Yadav)'

. In the past "Yadavas" were

also known as Goala-Gope, Pallav Gope, Ballav Gope, Yadav

- Gope, Gope, Ahir and Yadav. ' The caste/community is found in

all the districts of the State. In the State the
caste/community is socially,

backward. The. :
that of

educationally and financially
communlty 18 more or less at the same level ax
"Kumbhakar" and "Satchasi" which have been included

in the Central List of Backward Classes at entry Nos. 6 and

10 respectively. The occupation on which the members of the

caste/community mainly depend for livelihood are "milkman,

milk 'seller, sweetmeat shop, cultivation, daily labour,

poultry, small rural bu31ness, etc. The members of the
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casce/community are engaged in both agricultural and non-
agricultural work including day labour, milk seller, cattle

and goat bearers and these occupations mainly involve manual

labour. The women of the caste/community, as a general
practice, are, for their own or for their family's
l]ivelihood, engaged as agricultural labourern. The children
of this caste/community, as a general practice, are, also
engaged in their . own traditioinal occupation for
supplementing their family's 1income. About 80% of the
population of the caste/community (male, female and children
_téken together) ‘are landless manual (both agricultural and
non-agricultural) labourers. Almost negligible percentage
of their population are engaged in Service. According to

the NCBC Questionnaire 99% population of their caste live 1in

Kachha houses.

6. The Mahasabha also enclosed a copy of the SCBC'S
Questionnaire in which the information was furnished and
contains some additional facts. The information 1in the
SCBC's Questionnaire states that majority of the children
could achieve education upto the primary level and the drop-
out rate was reported very high. The reasons for this might
be involvement of children in their traditional occupation

of milk selling etc.

1 H.H. Risle in his book "The Tribes and Castes of Bengal
-Ethnographic Glossary "Firma Mukhopadhyay, Calcutta: India,
1981, Reprint, Iét edition, Calcutta 1891 (Bengal
Secretariat Press) stated about the community "Goala, Goar,
Ahir (Sanskrit, Abhira) the great pastoral caste of India.
At the present day the designation Ahir seems to be confined
to Behar and parts of Upper India, Goala being more commonly
used in Bengal -===—=—————-- Taken as a whole, the Goala

traditions can hardly be said to do more than render it

probable that one of their earliest settlements was in the

neighbourhood of Qﬁi ura, and that this part of the country
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was the centre of distribution of the Caste. The large
functional group known by the name Goala seems to have been

recruited not merely by the diffusion along the Ganges

Valley of the semi-Aryan Goalas of the North-Western
Provinces, but also by the inclusion in the caste of

pastoral tribes who were not Aryans at all, =~——ec—c—==- In

point of social standing the Goalas of Behar rank with
Kurmis, Amats and the other castes from whose hands a
Brahman can take water. In Bengal they occupy a lower
position, and are counted as inferior, not only to the Naba-
Sakh, but also the cultiviating division of the Ka.ibartta
caste. The Orissa Goalas, on the other hand, after a high
standard of ceremonial purity, and look down upon the Behar
and Bengal divisions of the caste. Most Goalas combine
Cultivation with their hereditary 'pursuits, and in Orissa
and Singbhum same members of the caste hold landed tenures
of substantial value (Vol, I, P.282 = 290). Risley also
stated about Pallab or Ballabh, a Sub-Caste of Goalas 1in
Bengal (vol. II, P.155).

g . Census of India, 1931-"Bengal and Sikkim ", by A.E.
Porter, USHA Publication, Delhi 1987, Reprint, First
Edition, 1933, Vol. V, Part I Report (P-466) states about
Goala (Gope) that "an interesting claim was put forward by
the milkman castes to be returned as Yadav. This 1is the
name hit upon by an all-India Aésociation founded 1in 1924
with a view to encouraging a sense of social solidarity
between all castes of milkmen by insistance upon a claim of
common Origin=-—-———-—- By choosing the family name of Sri
Krishna it puts forward an implied claim to Kshattriya
status which 1is also urged 1in agitations for  further
recruitment of the caste to the army in India -=-====-- . The

name chosen is itself unexceptionable because it introduces

no possibility of confusion: its only disadvantage 1is 1its

unfamiliarity in Bengal, and on that ground the members of

the community were advised and agreed not to return 1t
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9. Those present during public hearing, who were from
different section of society, not only did not object to the
inclusion of "Pallav Gope, Ballav Gope, Yadav Gope, Gope,
Ahir and Yadav" as synonym of "Goala-Gope" in the Central

List of Backward Classes for West Bengal, but also supported

it.
10 - In keeping with the spread of this community and what
'_H may be called cognate Castes with similar occupational

Background linked originally with cattle-rearing, the Bench
finds that out of the 26 States of the country, they are

included under one name or the other in the Central List of ‘

.

ey

Backward Classes in as many as 18 States and out of the 6
Union Territories of the country, they are included in 3.
Out 'of 8 States where they are not included, there is no
Central List of Backward Classes and there cannot possibly
be any in 4 States, viz., Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Nagaland. Leaving aside these 4 States, this
community or 1its cognate castes are missing only in 4
States, viz., Sikkim, Manipur, J & K and Goa. 1In the case
of Union Territories, the 6 Union Territories where they or
their cognéte castes are not 1included, viz., Andman &
Nicobar Island, Lakshadweep and Chandigarh do not have a
Central List of Backward Classes:; But in Chhdigarh they have
been included in the Mandal List and in Lakshadweep, there
cannot possibly be any Backward Classes, while in Andman &

Nicobar Islands it is doubtful whether fhere can be any list

of Backward Classes.

¢ The following statement shows the entries in the
Central Lists of this and cognate castes with similar
occupational background 1linked originally with cattle-

rearing in the plains:-
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S.No. Name of the

Entry regarding "Pallav Gope,
State & UT

Ballav Gope, Yadav Gope, Gope
Ahir and Yadav

Entry No. Names Given

i 2 3 4

1. Andhra Pradesh 93 (Group D) Yadav (Golla)

£ Assam 9 Ghosh,
Gop
Gowala
Gawala
Goal
Goala.

3. Bihar 104 Yadav (Gwala,

Ahiry GhaSi /
Gope)

Ahir
Ayar Bericha

e Haryana 26
6. Himachal Pradesh 23

4 Karnataka 22

Adavigolla
Gopala

Gopali
8. Kerala 67 Yadav (Kolaya,
Ayar, Mavyar,
Maniyani and
Iruman)

Ahif;
b,'(g'g Brajwasi,

| v: Gwali, Goli,
?»Yﬁ ' D/ Lingayati-
b\}"—& é /{’_ Gaoli, Gowari

, (Gwari);
s A Gowra, Gawari,
:g" T Gwara, Jédav,
oL Yadav, Raut,
Thethwarr
Gop/Gopal 69

10, Maharashtra 38 Gowl j
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. 13. Rajasthan
15, Tripura
L0 .
Uttar Pradesh
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gOIar Golla,
ope, Sadg0pe
Ahlr' Gout-' ¢

Gouda, Goudo,
Mekala Golla,

Punnu Gol]
a
Yadav, ’

Yadava

(includj
Idaiyar}ng
TQIUgu
SPeaking
Idaiyar known

48 Vaduga a
ar
Or Vaduga »

ldaiyar o

Golla ang
Asthanthra
Golla)
Goala, @go
Yadavy e
Ahir
-Goala, Gope

Ahir, Yad
av,.
Gwala iy

Ahirf Bhar
\"4
Yadavy Bt

Yadav, Gay]j

g:fava (Konar,
ayYa, A
ety yar,
MuniYan!
Eruman)




Frﬂm the above evidence, it is the Finding of the

n,ﬁench that "Pallav Gope, Ballav Gope, Yadav Gope, Gope, Ahir
%ufand Yadav"

i

are synonyms of "Goala-Gope" whlch 18 included in

“the Central List of Backward Classes f::rr West Bengal at

f. entry No. 3 and they together constitute a Socially and

_sducationally Backward Class.

u Synonyms of an existing entry
2

in the Central List dre covered by para 9 of the Procedural
”r‘*larlflcat lon on the NCBC's

a" . Therefore, these

“ynonyms should be included at entry no. 3 of the Central

B .18t of Backward c1
b“ntr}r after the
hfﬂlluws

asses for West Bengal, and the amended
inclusion of these synonyms be read as

-
-

Goala-Gope (Pallav- Gope, Ballav Gope, Yadav Gope,
Ahir and Yadav)"

2l ofleg
(Sahu Askhaya Bhai)
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